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1  Introduction to VP - ASP   

Welcome to the VP -ASP Shopping Cart! VP -ASP is an advanced shopping cart and e -commerce 

application that is the culmination of over seven years of comprehensive research and developmen t.  

 

With tens of thousands of merchants all over the world using VP -ASP to run their online ventures, 

we are confident that VP -ASP will help you get your store up and running just how you need it!  

 

VP-ASP has been developed using Active Server Pages (ASP),  which is a Microsoft technology that 

combines HTML code with programming logic. The ASP files run off a database, with support for 

Microsoft Access, Microsoft SQL Server and MySQL databases included.  

1.1  Whatôs new in VP- ASP 7 .0 0?  

VP-ASP 7.0 0 builds on the ad vanced features added to the package in the 7.00  release with 

hundreds of enhancements to make designing, administering and browsing your shop much easier.  

 

¶ Product Matching  now include s the Store ID in the order record when product matching is 

used.  

¶ Abili ty to  display  extra image 1 - 5 for products.  

¶ Enhanced file upload functionality . Merchant can upload big file size into site . 

¶ Invoice Manager  feature . Customers can log in and make payments online by selecting 

outstanding invoices.  

¶ Improved Cross Selling / Also Bought  allow s customers to ñBuyò from the page 

displaying the item directly .  

¶ Left category menu  for sub categories  now can be displayed and hide  if customers click on 

the sub categories.  

¶ Free shipping  automatically applied to Gift Certificates  and Electronic  Products .  

¶ Enable  multiple  gift certificates as a products . 

¶ Allow multiple file downloads  purchased with  electronic product via Customer Service 

section.  

¶ Enhanced 2D/3D flash reports .  

¶ Universal Quantity Discount enables you to give customers a glob al discount for all 

products based on quantity they bought.  

¶ Enhanced  HTML Editor with  Asset Manager allows you to upload pictures, flash  or  media 

files that will be used in your content description.  

¶ Customer Grouping  feature enable s you to manage customers  easily.  

¶ You can  now have flexibility to manage  your news article using News Manager.  

¶ Blog Manager  enable s you to manage blogs content.  

¶ All the contents on the home page can be manipulated in one single place using Layout 

manager .  

¶ Featured Products  have op tion to use flash animation widget .  

¶ All normal content pages now  can be edited through  the Page Manager .  

¶ Group control of all discounts, offers etc in one central manager : Discount / Coupon 

Manager.  

¶ Template/CSS Manager allows you to open the stylesheet a nd modify it online and save as 

well updating the stylesheet itself.  

¶ Quick Admin Order Form will allow a suitably authorized administrator to quickly enter 

phone/mail orders into the system.  

¶ Search bar now improved with suggestion result .  

¶ Meta Tags availa ble for Product, Category , Content, News and Blogs  pages  and you can 

setup translation for meta tags to any languages available in your store.  

¶ With Query Builder , administrator can create and save queries for later use.  
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¶ New Products Widget  allows admin to display new products that are recently added into 

their site.  

¶ Merchant can display the other products in the same category  on the extended 

description page.  

¶ Tax Inclusive/Exclusive  price display in the product detail page.  

¶ Support  Shipping by state.  

¶ Databa se Sessions  for SQL Server availability.  

¶ You can now enhance your shopping cart site with the checkout steps indicator.  

¶ AJAX Shipping Calculation , improve the previous method by which a customer must select 

UPS or Fedex etc before they are taken to a separ ate page to see the rates. All applicable 

options and their prices will be displayed in a dropdown.  

¶ Product Bundle  offers ability to create a bundled product out of several other products.   

¶ Ability to add Surcharge  for payment type . 

¶ Allow customers to si gn up for notification  if products are out of stock.  

¶ Google Map  integration in Contact Us page.  

¶ Youtube movie and flash video  integration in product detail page.  

¶ Mailing list  records now stored in its own Newsletter table.  

¶ Enhanced  product extended page wi th tabbed "also bought", "Cross Selling", "Category 

cross sell"  products.  

¶ Your siteôs header and footer template now fully  controlled by CSS .  

In the previous version, you will need to modify the shoppage_header.htm and 

shoppage_trailer.htm to change the d esign, colors , etc  based on your own . Now, you can just 

modify it through the layout.css  file . 

¶ "Customer Group ò Sections  in " Edit Customer " Page. So now, you will know the customer 

" linked " with any of  related groups.  

¶ Google Product Feed allowing shoppers to quickly and easily find your products/site .  

¶ Plus many more!  

1.2  VP - ASP Products  

There are four main VP -ASP packages available . 

 

VP - ASP Free  -  This is the free trial version of VP -ASP which allows you to test the basic features of 

VP-ASP and ensure it runs c orrectly on your server. It is not intended to be used in a live shop, but 

gives a good idea of the basic structure of VP -ASP and can be run with minimal setup or 

configuration.  

 

VP - ASP Value  -  The VP -ASP Value package is our base package which contains th e core features 

required to set up on online store.  

 

VP - ASP Plus  -  VP-ASP Plus combines the Value package with all of the great functionality of the 

Option Package. It contains many powerful features that will enhance the offerings you can make to 

your cus tomers.  

 

VP - ASP Deluxe  -  VP-ASP Deluxe is our most powerful version, with all of the features from the Plus 

package and all of our add -ons built in. These add -ons provide you with the ability to set up a gift 

registry system, offer points and rewards to yo ur customers for shopping in your store, a 

subscription/recurring billing module, a pin number system and much, much more!  

 

VP - ASP Business Ready Plan  ï The Business Ready Plan is an All - In -One product that includes 

Gold Plan hosting,the Deluxe Pac and a f ree template.  

 

Our team will install and configure the store for you and if you have a logo we will take the logo and 

apply it to the template of your choice for you as well so all yuou nee to do is to add your products 

and focus on marketing your new site !  
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For more information please see:  

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspbusinessready.htm   

 

VP - ASP Premium Hosting  -  The VP -ASP Hosting Service has been introduced to meet the demand 

for quality shopping cart hosting.  

 

We have 3 shared plans we are offering that are tailored to meet the needs of online merchants 

based on our extensive experience in what is needed to run a successful and reliable online store 

front.  

 

We also offer dedicated  and VPS server option s as well if you are interested in having a solution that 

provides you with full control.  

 

You can read more on our premium hosting services at:  

http://hosting.vpasp.com   

 

 

Note: This manual i s written to cover all packages. Some features that are described are not 

available in all packages ï for a comparison chart of what is included in each package, please see 

http://www.v pasp.com/virtprog/vpaspcompareversions.htm  .  

1.3  VP - ASP Add - On Packages  

We have many add -on packages available ï some which are provided free with your license and 

some which require you to purchase separately.  

 

Free add -ons include gateways and small utiliti es which you may find useful in setting up your site. 

These can be access via our website.  

 

Gateways ï http://www.vpasp.com/sales/epdownload 700 .asp   

Addons ï http://www.vpasp.com/sales/addons 700 .asp   

Languages ï http://www.vpasp.com/sales/languages 700 .asp  

 

Our paid add -ons provide advanced features which you may want to add to yo ur store.  

 

VP - ASP Value to Plus Expansion Package  -  If you have the VP -ASP Value package and want to 

upgrade to the Plus! Package, you can do so by purchasing the Option Package.  

 

VP - ASP Fraud Alert  ï Protect your store from hackers by using our powerful F raud Alert system. 

The VP -ASP Fraud Alert system is a powerful tool that assists you in verifying whether an order is 

fraudulent or not.  

 

It will rate an orders likelihood of being fraudulent on a scale of 1 to 10 and return a value.  

 

Anything over 2.5 sho uld be considered suspicious and worth manually following up.  

 

Try it for free for 30 days!  

 

To sign up please go to:  

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/fraudcheck.htm   

 

Once you have subscribed ple ase simply enter the Fraud Alert license number  

 

The VP -ASP Fraud Alert system is built into all VPASP packages.  

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspbusinessready.htm
http://hosting.vpasp.com/
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspcompareversions.htm
http://www.vpasp.com/sales/epdownload700.asp
http://www.vpasp.com/sales/addons700.asp
http://www.vpasp.com/sales/languages700.asp
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/fraudcheck.htm
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SEO ToolKit ï The SEO Toolkit is a vital wea pon in your online arsenal. Using the Toolkit you can 

create SEO friendly URLôs, integrate with Google Base Feed and also generate Google Site Map files.  

 

Gift Registry  -  This add -on allows you to offer your customers the option to set up gift registries on 

your site (requires VP -ASP Option package or VP -ASP Plus. Built into VP -ASP Deluxe).  

 

Installmen t Billing  -  This add -on allows you to set up products that will send the customer a bill 

on a recurring basis ï such as for rental or subrscription products (requires VP -ASP Option package 

or VP -ASP Plus. Built into VP -ASP Deluxe).  

 

Pin Numbers  -  This add -on allows you to have a pin number sent out to your customer at the 

completion of their purchase ï this is handy for phone cards or software products (requires VP -ASP 

Option package or VP -ASP Plus. Built into VP -ASP Deluxe).  

 

Rewards  -  This add -on allows y our customers to receive points for purchases on your site and then 

redeem them for a coupon or gift certificate (requires VP -ASP Option package or VP -ASP Plus. Built 

into VP -ASP Deluxe).  

 

Fedex Real Time Add - On  -  This add -on allows you to offer FedEX ship ping with the rates 

calculated in real - time via a direct link from your cart to Fedex . VP-ASP calculates the weight of all 

products, connects to Fedex, and  then presents the customer with a list of shipping methods and 

prices.  

1.4  System Requirements  

VP-ASP is  developed in Microsoftôs ASP scripting language and, as such, requires a Windows 

operating system to run. Not all versions of Windows can run ASP pages ï you will need one of the 

following ï 

 

¶ Windows 95/98 (Personal Web Server)  

¶ Windows NT/2000/ 2003 / XP/Vista/ 7 (IIS)  

 

VP-ASP also run off a database, so you need to have support for one of the following -   

 

¶ Microsoft Access (you do not need to install Microsoft Access or Microsoft Office)  

¶ Microsoft SQL Server  

¶ MySQL  

 

For some of the more advanced features of VP -ASP your server may require some additional 

components including ï  

 

¶ An email component so you can send email from your site. Supported components include 

CDONTS, CDOSYS, ASPMail, ASP Email, Jmail and more.  

¶ Some payment gateways and shipping calculators r equire XMLHTTP  

 

To run the VP -ASP administration, you just need a web browser (preferably Firefox or Microsoft 

Internet Explorer 6 and above) and an internet connection!  
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2  Installation  

We have comprehensive installation guides available for download from o ur website ï 

 

¶ Free trial ï http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/quickstart_free.pdf   

¶ Paid versions ï http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/quic kstart.pdf     

 

VP-ASP 7.00 comes with ñeasy - to - install ò your shopping cart site. You will first need to upload the 

files to you hosting and follow the step by step installation guide.  

 

To start running your VP -ASP installation, please go to : default.asp  

So if you are running from your domain e.g. www.yourdomain.com , then just go to this page for the 

first time : www.yourdomain.com/default.asp  

 

 
 

Click the bu tton ñClick here to start setting up VP - ASPò if you are ready to run the installation. 

 

There are about eight  steps in the installation of VP -ASP 7.00 , each will be explained in the details 

below:  

 

STEP 1 : Verify Folder Permission  

Some of the folders in t he VP -ASP need to have read/write  permission. This step will automatically 

check the required folders to have read/write  permission. Once you are ready, please click  button  

ñClick here to check your folder permissions ò. 

 

Folder s that have read/write  permis sion will be displayed with status ñPass ò. 

Folder s that do  not have read/write  permission will be displayed with status ñFail ò. 

If one of your folders appears to have ñFail ò status, please enable read/write  permission to the 

folder.  You may contact your ho sting person to do this.  

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/quickstart_free.pdf
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/quickstart.pdf
http://www.yourdomain.com/
http://www.yourdomain.com/default.asp
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Please click the button ñClick here to check your folder permissions ò once you have set the 

read/write  permission to your folders.  

 

If all the folders have ñPass ò status, you can click button ñCONTINUE TO  connect t o d atabase ò 

that  is visible to you.  

 

STEP 2 : Connect To Database  

This step basically need you to choose which database you will use in your VP -ASP site.  

 

You can choose one of the following supported databases :  

-  Access  

-  ODBC 

-  MySQL 351  

-  MySQL 510  

-  MsSQL 2000  

-  MsSQL 2005 &  above  

 

If you are using Access, you need to enter your desired database name. You can enter any db name 

for this, and make sure it is not a common name due to security issue.  

If you are using DSN, you can enter the DSN Name  in the text box, e.g. yourDsnNa me.  

 

If you are using SQL SERVER or MySQL, you need to enter the following details:  

-  Database Name    

-  Database User ID    

-  Database Password   

-  Database Address  

 

For SQL SERVER and MYSQL database, you need to create the database with the details you have 

spec ified in the above so that VP -ASP can recognize and connect to the database.  

 

Click ñCHECKò once you are ready to check your database is exist or not. 

 

If the db is exist, the button ñCONTINUE TO Setup Database Structure ò will be visible and you 

can click to proceed to next step.  

 

STEP 3 : Setup Database Structure  

In this step you can choose to generate demo data or not. This is useful if you want to do testing in 

your VP -ASP site before going live.  

 

Choose Yes  if you want to generate demo data, or No  if y ou donôt want to. 

 

Click ñGenerate ò to start generating the demo data. 

Once it is done, the button ñCONTINUE TO Create Admin Password ò will be visible and you can 

click it to proceed to next step.  

 

STEP 4 : Create Admin Password  

This step will create admin  user name, admin password and admin second password.  

 

Admin user name, admin password, admin second password need to contain at least 5 alpha -

numeric (a -z, A -Z, 0 -9) characters.  

 

Please note that Admin user name cannot be the same with admin password and admin second 

password.  

Also, admin password cannot be same with admin second password.  
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These are for security purposes.  

 

Please enter all the admin details you want, and click ñUpdate Admin Information ò. 

If the details you are entered is valid, the button ñCONTINUE TO Rename Admin Page ò will be 

visible. Click the button to proceed to next step.  

 

STEP 5 : Rename Admin Page  

This step will rename the admin default page shopadmin.asp to the file name you specified.  

Please enter your own admin page and make sure  the page name is not a common name.  

For example, we do not recommend you to create a name e.g. admin or login.  

 

You can create the page name with combination of  alpha -numeric characters e.g. jacksyte87635 . 

Click ñRename Admin Page ò once you have entered the name.  

 

Click ñCONTINUE TO Create Encryption Key ò to proceed to next step. 

 

STEP 6 : Create Encryption Key  

This step will create encryption key for you VP -ASP site.  

Encryption key is a unique set of character used to scramble customer credit card infor mation.  

 

Make sure you enter a 10+ character encryption key.  

Click  ñUpdate Encryption Key ò to update and check your entered data is valid or not. 

 

If valid, the button ñCONTINUE TO Cart Details ò will be visible. Click it to proceed to next step. 

 

STEP 7 :  Cart Details  

In this step, you need to enter all of your cart details for the site.  

 

Here is the list of fields you need to provide:  

-  Email address  : After an order has been completed, who should be notified. This is the 

email address of that person. This is also the FROM address for the order confirmation sent to 

the customer.  

-  Shop Name  : The name of your shop. Used on e- mails  to the customer as the name of the 

sender .  

-  Email Subject : This is simply the subject when the customer gets an e -mail confirmation.  

-  Mail Server : This is the name of the mail service on your ISP. Your ISP will need to let you 

know what this is. It normally will start with mail... Or smtp.... There is no standard name. 

You must ask your Windows administrator or Web hosting company. If n ot set correctly , 

emails will not be sent. Not used with CDONTS or Unix.  

-  Mail User ID  : If your ISP is using user ID for mail service, enter value here or leave empty 

if not.  

-  Mail Password  : If your ISP is using password for mail service, enter value here  or leave 

empty if not.  

-  Mail Type : The type of e -mail interface program to use. VP -ASP supports ASPMAIL, 

CDONTS, ASPEMAIL, OCXMAIL and JMAIL. VP -ASP does not write to your mail system 

directly. It needs an interface and these are the most common ones.  

-  Home  Page  : The URL to return to your main page. It can be a full URL such as http:.. or 

just a file name such as default.htm.  

-  Default Title : The default t itle for you r shopping cart site e.g. Johny Instrumental Shop . 

 

In this step, you can also perfom a test for Mail Component. Click the link ñTest Mail Component ò 

to see any available  mail component s for your hosting . Mail  component s with ñAvailable ò status can 

be selected  as a value for Mail Type .  
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Click ñUpdate Cart Details ò if all done and click button ñCON TINUE TO Register Your Product ò 

to proceed to next step.  

 

STEP 8  : Register Your Product  

This step will register your purchase of VP -ASP and your information details.  

 

Please provide the following details in the form:  

-  Order Number  : Your VP -ASP Order Numbe r.  

-  Shop ID  : An unique name for your shop -  eg. "shop700_myshopname"  

-  Domain  : This represents the URL of your site where the shopping cart files are located (eg. 

http://www.yourvpaspwebsiteurl.com/vp asp )  

-  SSL  : This is your secure URL to which credit card information is encrypted.  

-  Company Name  : Your company / shop name  

-  Address  : Your company / shop address  

-  City  : Your city  

-  State  : Your state  

-  Zip Code  : Your zip code  

-  Country  : Your country  

-  Phone  : You r phone number  

-  Fax  : Your Fax number  

-  Email  : Your email address  

 

Click ñUpdate Information ò after you have entered all the details. 

 

Click ñCONTINUE TO END ò to end the installation process and start browsing your site.  

 

2.1  Upgrading  to VP - ASP 7.00  

We have a  comprehensive upgrade guide available for download from our website -   

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/upgrade.pdf  

2.2  VP - ASP Basics  

VP-ASP is supplied with the default settings that should cover most basic stores ï however, i f you 

want to set VP-ASP up to match your exact requirements this can be done using our supplied 

configuration options. The following is a basic summary of configuration facilities VP -ASP offers.  

 

Templates/ default -

2cols / Shoppage_h eader .htm  

This is a plain HTML file. It is used so that you can totally 

replace it. It can be edited with your favorite editor such as 

FrontPage  or Dreamweaver. It controls your logo, top and 

left navigation values  

Templates/ default -

2cols / Shoppage_trailer .htm  

This is a plain HTML file. It is designed to be totally 

replaced. It can be edited with your favorite editor. It 

controls bottom and right navigation  

Config/ Shop$colors.asp  This is a file you can edit with a plain text editor. It has 

most of the HTML  that VP -ASP uses. Here you can change 

the colors, fonts and table definitions.  

Config/ Shop$config.asp  

Admin/config/Shop$config.asp  

This file tells VP -ASP where your database resides and 

what type of database it is. Normally you will only change 

this once  when you install VP -ASP for the first time.  

Shop Configuration  This is not a file , but  a browser based facility that you 

change using the VP -ASP Administration facility. There are 

hundreds of  different options that you can select  to 

completely customize your store . It controls things such as 

http://www.yourvpaspwebsiteurl.com/vpasp
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/upgrade.pdf
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how products are sorted , what payment options you wish 

to accept  and many, many more . 

Templates  Templates are plain HTML files that allow you to control 

product and category formatting.  

 

By changing values in those  files or Shop Configuration you can make your shop look and feel just 

about any way you choose.  

3  Support  

We strive to provide you with all of the tools you need to get your VP -ASP store up and running ï 

this manual is the core of ou r documentation, but we also have a lot of information ï including 

comprehensive troubleshooting and error message definitions ï on our website.  

 

See http://www.vpasp.com/helpnotes  for more information.  

 

We a lso have an active forum where you can post your problems and discuss them with other VP -

ASP customers ï  

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspforum  

 

If your problem canôt be solved by our manual, help notes  or forum, we have a Helpdesk available 

where our support staff can assist with getting you back on the right track.  

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/helpdesk  

 

For more information about our sup port system, please see ï 

 

http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspsupport.htm  

4  Design  

VP-ASP has been designed so that it is as easy as possible to change the look and feel of the cart ï 

so that yo u can get it to fit into your design with a minimum of fuss.  

4.1  Homepage  

VP-ASP comes with two sample home pages, default.htm  and default. asp .  

 

Default.htm  is plain HTML ï if you donôt want to have any dynamic content on your homepage, you 

would use default .htm.  

 

Default. asp  is a dynamic page, meaning it can display information from your database, including 

new product displays, random product displays, category listings, headers and more.  

 

When you decide which file you wish to use, we recommend you delete  the other file ï 

 

For example:  If you are going to use default. asp  then delete default.htm  

4.2  Default.htm  

This is the first page you will see when you open your shop in a browser and has some useful links 

down the left side that allow you to access importa nt areas of your shop quickly.  

 

http://www.vpasp.com/helpnotes
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspforum
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/helpdesk
http://www.vpasp.com/virtprog/vpaspsupport.htm
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If you wanted to use this file for your actual shop, you would remove all of the provided content and 

start from scratch.  

4.2.1.  Security Note  

We recommend you never have links to your administration page, diagnostic page or templ ate 

testing. They are provided as samples only. Leaving these links will open your site to potential 

hackers.  

4.3  Default. asp  

When you click the Enter your VP -ASP Shopping Cart link on default.htm  you will  be taken to 

default. asp .  This page  includes dynamic features such as language displays, new products, 

random products  and a  category list. The hyperlinks to the administration are not present  and you 

can use this as your home page  if you wish . 

 
 

With VP -ASP 7.00 you can now easily customize your store layo ut using the new feature Layout 

Manager . You can refer to the Layout Manager  section on page 72 . 

 

4.3.1.  Front Page Product displays  

The products being displayed on the front page can be controlled by settings in Shop Configuration  

(page 81,82 ) .  

 

There are two section s for product displays in the homepage which is Latest Products and Random 

Pick Products.  

 

For the Latest products, the configurations is something started with ñxnewproductò in the 

beginning.  

For the Random pick product s, the configurations is something started with ñxfrontpageò in the 

beginning.  

 

Random pick products displayed can be chosen specific ally  or they can be random ly chosen from 

your entire catalogue .  

 

Xnewproductwidget  Setting this to Yes will display the Ne w Product widget in 

the homepage.  

XNewProductDuration  Enter number of days to show all new products that have 

been added to the shopping cart during the defined period.  
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For example, adding 3 will show all products that have 

been added in the last 3 days.  

XNewProductTemplate  The template used when displaying new products using a 

template.  

XNewProductsfrontpagemaxcolu

mns  

The number of columns of New Products to display on the 

home page.  

XNewProductsfrontpagemaxrec

ords  

The number of records of New Product s to display on the 

home page.  

Xfrontpagefield  This is the fielding the product record where VP -ASP should 

look for the value to tell it to display this product on the 

front page. By default, it is set to frontpage and you wonôt 

generally need to change t his.  

Xfrontpagevalue  You have two options of what to enter here.  

 

1.  Random  ï this tells VP -ASP to show a random 

selection of products on your homepage  

2.  Your Keyword  ï this can be any keyword you 

choose, to define the group of products you want to 

display on the homepage. For example, if you want 

to have sale items displayed put ñsaleò (without 

quotes) in this field. Then in the actual product 

record s of the products you want to display, put the 

word ñsaleò in the frontpage  field.  

Xfrontpagemaxcolumns  This is  how many columns of products to show on the front 

page. The default is 3 .  

Xfrontpage max records  This is the number of products to show on the front page. 

The default is 6 .  

XfrontpagerandomField  If you want to use random products, but you donôt want all 

of your products to show up, you can specify a field in the 

products table to use as a flag field to define the products 

you do want included. For example, you could set this to 

pother1 .  

Xfrontpagerandomvalue  This is the value VP -ASP should look for in the  field defined 

above when selecting the random products . For example, if 

you have the field above set to pother1  and you have the 

keyword showrandom  in this field, then you need to update 

the products you want to display to have showrandom  in 

their pother1  field.  

4.3.2.  Formatting  products on the front page  

A template called tmp_frontpage.htm  controls the format of the products being displayed on your 

front page . Templates are HTML files that represent one cell in the table and you can include 

images, hyperlinks,  prices or any other normal HTML to define how you want your products to 

appear.  

 

For more information about templates, please see page 26 . 

4.4  Changing the logo  

The logo can be replaced by using the layout manager . This will chan ge the logo throughout the 

shop.  Please see page 73  for the logo administration.  

4.5  Colours  

VP-ASP is quite unique in the way it handles the formatting of the cart, which makes it very easy to 

change the entire look of the cart q uickly.  
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Almost all of the formatting HTML has been removed from the ASP pages themselves and placed 

into one file called shop$colors.asp  located in the folder ñconfig ò. So, when you need to make a 

change, you only have to update it in one place, rather t han in every ASP page in the site.  

 

There is also a style sheet shop700.css  and layout.css  located in folder ñtemplates/ default -

2cols /css ò that will affect the default fonts, and how submit buttons and dr opdown lists appear. 

With these  files, you can:  

 

¶ Alt er the  color  scheme for all data entry forms  

¶ Change the product fields that are being displayed  

¶ Change the font and  color  for other customer related pages (except administration pages)  

¶ Change the sort order for categories, subcategories and products  

4.6  Changi ng  Colors and Fonts for forms  

Most of the data entry forms in VP -ASP use the following lines in shop$colors.asp.  

 
const TableDef="<table border=0 cellpadding=3 cellspacing=3>"  

Const TableDefEnd="</table>"  

Const TableRow="<tr>"  

const TableRowEnd="</tr>"  

con st TableColumn="<td class=""al vt"" width=""150"">"  

const tableColumnEnd="</td>"  

Const xTableRowFont=""  

Const xTableRowFontEnd=""  

Const xTableRowColor="#FCFCFC"  

4.7  Change Colors Fonts for Common Messages  

Table headers and error messages are commonly used in VP-ASP. These are controlled by two lines 

in shop$colors.asp . 

 
 

The top message  is the default error font (errorfontstart) and the bottom message  is the default 

information font (largeinfofont).  While they are the same in a default copy of VP -ASP, you can  easily 

change them to be different by editing the following lines in shop$colors.asp.  

 

Const ErrorFontStart="<span style=""color:#666666""><span class='fontbold'>"  

Const LargeinfoFont="<span style=""color:#666666""><span class='fontbold'>"  

4.8  Header & Footer  

VP-ASP layout comes with two section s of main layout  ï  

 

¶ Header file ï shoppage_ header.htm   
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¶ Footer file ï shoppage_trailer .htm  

 
With VP -ASP 7.00 you are now able to modify the look of the header and footer through the Layout 

Manager  in the administra tion section.  Please see page 72  about the Layout  Manager.   

 

The layout of header and footer can also be controlled from the stylesheet file called layout.css  

located in folder ñtemplates/ default - 2cols /css ò. 

 

File shoppage_hea der .htm  generates the top navigation, logo and background for all shopping 

pages. You can edit it as you would a normal HTML page using your favourite HTML editor ï for 

example, if you want a background image, the standard HTML BODY tag is in this file.  

 

File shoppage_ trailer.htm  generates the bottom navigation, copyright for all shopping pages.  

 

Note: If you are using tables for your layout, editing these files separately may cause your table 

structu re to be corrupted. To stop this, we recommend the following ï 

 

1.  Copy the HTML from shoppage_header .htm into a new HTML document in your favourite 

HTML editor.  

 

2.  At the bottom of this HTML, add a comment as follows ï 
<! --  END HEADER -- > 

 

3.  Copy the HTML from shoppage_ t railer.htm to the bottom of the HTML document you created 

in step 1.  

 

4.  Make your changes.  

 

5.  Copy all HTML before the comm ent added in step 2 into the shoppage_header .htm file and 

save.  

 

6.  Copy all HTML after the comment added in step 2 into the shopp age_ trailer.htm file and 

save.  

4.9  Dynamic Titles  

VP-ASP can dynamically change the title of the categories display, product display and automated 

extended description display  using information from the database . 

 

In file shoppage_header .htm  change the <title>  value in the HTML to the following:  

 
<title><%shopdynamictitle  ñtitleò%></title>  

 

VP-ASP can also generate dynamic META tags based on your product and category records. To 

enable this, add the following to your shoppage_header .htm file, between the <head>  and </head> 

tags.  

  
<meta name="description" content="<%shopdynamictitle "description"%>"  / > 

<meta name="keywords" content="<%shopdynamictitle "keywords"%>"  / > 

 

In the Shop Configuration set the following two values.  
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Xtitle  

 

Change this to be the title you wish to display when there 

is no dynamic title available . The default is VP - ASP 

Shopping Cart  

Xdynamictitle  Set this to Yes to turn on dynamic titles. If No all pages 

will display the title in xtitle .  

 

The following table describes where the informati on for the title and META tags is retrieved from.  

 

1. Product pages  

To setup meta tags for a product, you can go to Store > Products, in the edit product page, go to 

section Meta Information.  

 

If you did not enter the meta tags for the fields above, then VP-ASP will use the product fields below 

automatically:  

Tag  Field Used  

Title  cname  

Description  cdescription  

Keywords  keywords  

 

2. Category pages  

To setup meta tags for a category, you can go to Store > Categories, in the edit category page, go 

to sect ion Meta Information.  

 

If you did not enter the meta tags for the fields above, then VP -ASP will use the category fields 

below automatically:  

Tag  Field Used  

Title  catdescription  

Description  catmemo  

Keywords  catdescription  

 

3. Content pages  

To setup m eta tags for a content, you can go to Website > Page Manager, in the edit content page, 

go to section Meta Information.  

 

If you did not enter the meta tags for the fields above, then VP -ASP will use the content fields below 

automatically:  

Tag  Field Used  

Title  message  

Description  message2  

Keywords  other1  

 

4. News pages  

To setup meta tags for a news, you can go to Website > News Manager, in the edit news page, go to 

section Meta Information.  

 

If you did not enter the meta tags for the fields above, then  VP-ASP will use the content fields below 

automatically:  

Tag  Field Used  

Title  message  

Description  message  

Keywords  other1  

 

5. Blog pages  
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To setup meta tags for a blog, you can go to Website > Blog Manager, in the edit blog page, go to 

section Meta Info rmation.  

 

If you did not enter the meta tags for the fields above, then VP -ASP will use the content fields below 

automatically:  

Tag  Field Used  

Title  message  

Description  message  

Keywords  other1  

 

4.10  Buttons  

By default, VP -ASP uses CSS to style the buttons throughout your cart, but if you wish to use a GIF 

or JPEG image for any or all of your buttons it can be achieved easily by editing your configuration.  

 

You can edit the buttons through the VP -ASP control panel :  

Advanced Settings >  Software Configurati on > Content & Navigation Options > Buttons & Images  

 

Simply locate the following configurations  and enter the folder and name of the image you wish to 

use ï sample buttons are included with your copy of VP -ASP and are located in the images  or 

templates/ de fault - 2cols /images  folder.  

 

xbuttonaddressadd  Images/vpnav_addressadd.gif  

xbuttonaddresschange  Images/vpnav_addresschange.gif  

Xbuttoncancel  Images/vpnav_cancelorder.gif  

xbuttoncheckout  templates/ default -2cols /images/checkout -btn.gif  

xbuttoncontinue  Ima ges/vpnav_continue.gif  

xbuttoncontinueshopping  templates/ default -2cols /images/continue -btn.gif  

xbutton image  templates/ default -2cols /images/order -now -btn.gif  

Xbuttonlogin  Images/vpnav_login.gif  

Xbuttonmoreinfo  Images/vpnav_moreinfo.gif  

Xbuttonnextpage  Images/vpnav_nextpage.gif  

Xbuttonorderproduct  templates/ default -2cols /images/order -now -btn.gif  

Xbuttonpreviouspage  Images/vpnav_previouspage.gif  

Xbuttonreadreview  Images/vpnav_readreview.gif  

xbuttonrecalculate  templates/ default -2cols /images/recalculate -btn.gif  

xbuttonremove  Images/vpnav_remove.gif  

Xbuttonreset  Images/vpnav_reset.gif  

Xbuttonsearch  Images/vpnav_search.gif  

Xbuttontellafriend  Images/vpnav_tellafriend.gif  

xbuttonwritereview  Images/vpnav_writereview.gif  

4.11  Templates  

VP-ASP includes a very powerful feature that allows you to specify how things are to be displayed by 

using HTML templates.  

 

Formatting with templates gives you more control over how products, categories and emails appear 

from your store.  

 

Some of the things you can achieve with templates are:  

 

¶ Products are formatted with HTML that you create  

¶ Products in different categories can use different templates  
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¶ Specific hyperlinks from your own pages can specify unique templates (for example, sale 

items can have their own template)  

¶ Multipl e products per row can be displayed  

¶ Thumbnail displays linking to more extended descriptions  

¶ Full control of which fields are displayed per product  

 

4.11.1.  Where are templates?  

Templates are comprised of plain text HTML and can be stored in two locations ï 

 

1.  In th e sub  folder ñtemplates\ default -2cols ò in your VP -ASP shop  folder (files are named in the 

format tmp_example.htm)  

2.  In the database table templates .  

 

You can mix and match where your templates reside -  some can be stored in the database and some 

in the ñtemplates \ default -2cols ò folder.  

 

The advantage of having templates in the database is that they can be easily edited, added or 

changed from your browser.  

 

You can tell VP -ASP where to locate a particular template in the Shop Configuration.  

 

For example to f ind the product formatting template the file name would be either -   

 

If in the ñtemplates\ default - 2cols ò folder ï tmp_productformat.htm  

 

If in the database -  db=tmp_productformat.htm  

 

The db=  is a keyword telling VP -ASP to look in the database to find the  template.  

4.11.2.  Product Display  

Xproductwithhtml  Setting this to Yes  means VP -ASP should format your 

Products using templates. No will use VP -ASPôs standard 

product layout method.  

Xproductcolumns  This defines how many products to display across the 

screen.  

 

Note: If set to more than one, VP -ASP automatically 

switches from normal product display to templates.  

Xproducttemplate  The name of the template to use for displaying products in 

the shopdisplayproducts.asp page. Default is 

tmp_productformat.htm .  

Xcategory producttemplate  Settings this to Yes  means that VP -ASP will use the 

template specified with the category to display these 

products. This allows you to have different templates for 

products in different categories.  

 

VP-ASP is very flexible in how it allows  you to define which template to use. The template being 

used can be constant, can change by category or it can change on an individual product.  

 

By default the template tmp_productformat.htm  is used for displaying products on 

shopdisplayproducts.asp.  
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In  the categories table, you can specify a value in the ñcattemplateò field. Each time the products in 

that category are displayed, that template file is used instead of the default.  

 

You can also change the template being used by passing the template name i n the URL, as shown 

below.  
 

<a href=òshopdisplayproducts.asp?id=55&template=myspecialtemplate.htmò>View 

Products</a>  

4.11.3.  Translati ng text in templates  

If your site is available in multiple languages, you can have the text you add to your templates set 

to trans late as shown in the following example.  

 

Instead of ï 

 
<h1>  Thank you for registering on our site. </h1>  

 

Use the following ï 

 
<h1>[getlang langmaillistinfomsg ]</h1>  

 

Where langmaillistinfomsg is a variable in the Languages table (see page 233 ).  

 

Using this syntax, VP -ASP will look up the value in the Languages table with the keyword 

langmaillistinfomsg in the language the customer is currently viewing the site in.  

4.11.4.  Trans lating categories, products, content , news and blogs  in te mplates  

If your site is available in multiple languages and you have your content, categories and products 

set up with translations (see 189), you can set your templates show the appropriate language 

version by using the following syntax.  

 

Instead of ï 
 

<s trong>[cname]</strong>  

 

Use the following ï 

 
<strong>[translate cname]</strong>  

 

This will show the appropriate translation of the product name depending on which language your 

customer is viewing the site in.  

 

Note: Once an item is added to the cart in a  specific language, it will remain in that language 

throughout the ordering process. This includes emails to both customers and merchants.  

 

Only specific fields are dynamically translated.  

 

PRODUCTS  
CNAME, CDESCRIPTION,  EXTENDEDDESC 

CATEGORIES  
CATDESCRIPTION  

PRODUCT FEATURES  
FEATURENAME AND FEATURECAPTION 

CONTENT  
MESSAGE, MESSAGE2  
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NEWS  
HEADLINE, MESSAGE  

BLOGS  
HEADLINE, MESSAGE  

4.11.5.  Template Functions  

You can add the following functions to your templates to enhance the data that is displayed from the 

datab ase.  

 

[formatcurrency cprice]  Show the price as currency  

[formatnumber cprice]  Format it as a number with decimal points  

[Dualprice cprice]  Display dual price for this price  

[formatcustomerprice cprice]  Display customer based price  

[formatsaving cprice ]  Displays savings between current price and retail price  

[urlendcode cname]  When using names on hyperlinks they need to be in a 

special format called url encoded  

[dualcustomerprice cprice]  Dual customer based pricing  

[dualsaving cprice]  Displays saving  using dual price  

[formatimage cimageurl]  If the field is not empty it is formatted as an image  

[formatdate cdate]  Formats the date in the default format specified in your 

configuration (xdateformat)  

[formattime cdate]  Formats the date in the default Mi crosoft format.  

[formatcurrencyconversion cprice]  If using currency switching, adding this tag to your cprice 

will convert the price to the currently selected conversion 

rate.  

[translate cname]  Translates the field based on translations you have added 

in  the administration (fields that can be translated are 

those that appear in the Add Translation form in the 

administration. )  

[cleansehtml cname]  If you want to use product fields in the meta tags in the 

header, you can add this tag to remove any HTML you 

have added into the field before adding it to the page.  

[getlang langcommonsearch]  If you want to add a term from the languages table to your 

template, you can use the getlang call to do so.  

[formatcrosscheckbox catalogid]  If you want to add a checkbox to allow customers to 

purchase multiple products from one page in the cross 

selling  / also bought feature . 

[formattaxinclusive cprice]  Display the product price, which is inclusive of Tax 

Amount.  

[formattaxexclusive cprice]  Display the product price, whic h is exclusive of Tax 

Amount.  

 

The following functions add extra features to your templates.  Some of these items can only be used 

in specific locations ï most are for use on the Product Extended Description page.  

 

[ADD_INVENTORYPRODUCTS]  Displays associat ed products  

[ADD _RATINGSUMMARY]  Display star rating for products  

[ADD_OITEMS]  For use in order email templates ï this will 

add a list of items ordered  

[ADD_RANDOMPRODUCTS]  This will display a selection of random 

products.  

[ADD_PAGEHEADER]  Displays the shoppage_header.htm file  

[ADD_PAGETRAILER]  Displays the shoppage_trailer.htm file  

[SPECIAL_ORDERBUTTON]  Generates an order button, quantity and 

special features for a product.  
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[SPECIAL_CHECKBOX]  Generates a check box, quantity and 

special features for a  product.  

[ADD_PRODUCTFEATURES]  Adds a display of the features that can be 

selected for this product.  

[ADD_QUANTITY]  Adds a quantity box so the user can choose 

how many of the item they wish to order.  

[ADD_ORDERBUTTON]  Adds a button so the customer can order 

the product  

[ADD_CHECKBOX]  Adds a checkbox so the user can select the 

product for purchase (if xproductselect is 

set to Yes ï meaning the customer can 

select multiple items to add to the cart at 

once).  

[ADD_CROSSSELLING]  Adds a list of items listed  in the cross -

selling field of the product field.  

[ADD_REVIEWLINKS]  If you have Xallowratingproducts set to 

Yes, VP-ASP will display links to read and 

write reviews.  

[ADD_COMPARELINKS]  If you have xcompareproducts set to Yes, 

this will generate a link to  add the product 

to your comparison list.  

[ADD_ALSOBOUGHT]  If you have xalsobought set to Yes, VP -ASP 

will display a list of products that 

customers have bought that also bought 

this product.  

[FORMATBREADCRUMB]  Displays a breadcrumb trail of Home > 

Categ ory Name > Product Name.  

[DISPLAYNEWPRODUCTS]  This will display the new products that is 

added in period of days set in admin config.  

[ ADDNUMBERSUBCATS ]  

 

Show the number of sub -categories next to 

category listing  

[ ADD_SUBMITOTHERITEMSBUTTON ]  Show quanti ty and order button on product 

page  

[ ADD_YOUTUBE ]  Displays Youtube movie  in a product .  

[ ADD_MOVIE ]  

 

Displays your own uploaded movie in a 

product.  

[ ADD_CATPRODUCTS ]  Category d isplay summary on product page 

-  show products in same category . 

[ SHOWNEWSHEA DLINES ]  Displays news headline s.  

[ ADD_NEWSREVIEWLINKS ]  Displays review links for news.  

[ SHOWBLOGSHEADLINES ]  Displays blogs headlines.  

[ ADD_BLOGSREVIEWLINKS ]  Displays review links for blogs.  

4.11.6.   Mailing using templates  

For the majority of emails, you can c hoose to use templates to customize the messages to suit the 

nature of your store.  

 

To turn this on, you simply need to set the following in your shop configuration.  

 

Xemailwithtemplates  Setting this to Yes  sends these emails using 

templates  

If you want t o send emails using HTML templates instead of text templates, you need to also set the 

following.  
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Xemailformat  Setting this to html  allows you to use HTML 

templates instead of just text  based 

templates.  

4.11.6.1  Setting Templates being Used  

You can Shop Configura tion is used to determine which templates are being used.  

 

You can either use the default templates and modify them to suit your needs, or you can make your 

own and set their names in the shop configuration option.  

4.12  Shopping Cart Display  

The shopping cart d isplay is relatively static. It is not template based but is controlled by Shop 

Configuration values and shop$colors.asp.  

 

A number of things can be configured including:  

¶ Which product fields to display in the cart  

¶ Colors and fonts  

¶ Whether to allow quantit y changes  

¶ Use a hyperlink instead of a checkbox to remove items  

¶ Add a delivery address per product  

¶ Allow customer to save the cart on their own PC ï Cookie Wish List  

¶ Allow customer to save cart on server ï Permanent Wish List  

¶ Images displayed for the produ ct  

¶ Allow customer to upload an image to the product being ordered  

 

If you wish to edit design for the shopaddtocart.asp page, you can simply edit the form from the file 

shopaddtocartdesign.asp  and  shopcartformatdesign.asp . VP-ASP 7.00 separates the design 

and coding in the shopping cart page (shopaddtocart.asp) to make it easy for merchant to modify 

the design by simply editing the file shopaddtocartdesign.asp  and  shopcartformatdesign.asp .  

4.12.1.  Cart Description  

You can choose which items from the product record are to be included in the Description field of 

the cart. Whatever is in the cart description will also appear on the order invoice, confirmation e -

mails to the merchant and customer. It is possible to include any field in the cart description by 

altering t he following Shop Configuration value.  

 

Xcartfields  Examples:  

¶ Cname,cdescription  

¶ Ccode,cname,cdescription  

4.12.2.  Fields in the Cart  

The following Shop Configuration options allow you to define what the customer sees when they 

view their cart.  

 

Xdeliveryaddress  Setting this to Yes  allows the customer to specify a 

delivery address and time on a product by product basis.  

Xdeliveryrequired  Setting this to Yes  means customer must provide a 

delivery address  

Xdeliveryshipping  Setting this to Yes  means VP -ASP will cal culate shipping 

on a product by product basis (if xdeliveryaddress is set to 

Yes as well).  

Xproductstayonpage  Setting this to Yes  means the customer will remain on the 

product page when they click the Order button, rather than 

being sent to the cart displ ay page.  
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Xcartstaticquantity  Setting this to Yes  means that the customer cannot alter 

the quantity after the item is added to the cart.  

Xbuttonremove  If you want a button to appear, rather than the standard 

checkbox, enter the URL of the image to use as the button.  

 

For example: Images/vpnav_remove.gif  

Xwishlist  Setting this to Yes  will generates a hyperlink that allows 

the customer to save the products currently in the cart into 

a wish list.  

Xcontinueshopping  If you want the customer to be sent to a pa rticular page 

after adding an item to the cart, enter the filename or URL 

here.  

Xcontinueshoppingdynamic  If this is set to Yes , VP-ASP will try to determine the exact 

page where the customer came from and return to that 

page.  

Xcartimage  Setting this to Yes  will display the image of the product in 

the cart.  

xcustomerimages  Setting this to Yes  will mean customers are able to upload 

images to go along with the product they have ordered, if 

that product  has the ñCustomer Imagesò flag enabled.  

4.12.3.  Delivery Addr ess  

As described above, it is possible to associate an address with each product ordered. By specifying a 

delivery address, the shopping cart is altered to have an additional column.  

 

 
 

The customer can enter the delivery address by clicking on the ñAdd Addressò link. 

4.12.4.  Deliver Address Form  

This routine is used to allow the customer to select a delivery address and put a personal note with 

the product. Alternatively, they can opt to have the product sent to themselves.  

 

4.12.5.  Delivery Display in Shopping Cart  

Once the customer enters the details, they are displayed in the cart as shown below.  
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4.13  Review Order  

This page gives your customer an opportunity to review their order before continuing with the 

purchase, or even to print it for manual mailing or faxing.  

 

This page is also their final chance to cancel their order before it is written to the database ï prior to 

this, all of the data is stored in temporary session variables.  

 

The Continue button takes the customer to the payment page.  

 

This form is the first time the customer can see the full payment that includes: shipping , payment 

type surcharge , taxes, handling discounts and gift certificates.  

 

 
 

If the customer decides not to pay after continuing past this page, the order will remain in the 

database with no payment details. This is done to allow flexibility in replacing standard the VP -ASP 



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 33/340 

shopcheckout.asp with numerous electronic gateways. It is also a very useful marketing tool, so that 

you can follow -up custome rs to determine why they left without completing the order.  

4.13.1.  Bypassing this screen  

If you do not want to display this page it can be bypassed by setting the following Configuration 

Option to Yes .  

 

Xbypasscreateorder  Setting this to Yes  bypasses the shopcrea teorder.asp 

page and sends the customer directly to the payment 

page . 
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4.14  Order Invoice  

The last page of the order process is shopthanks.asp, which gives the customer a complete overview 

of their order. It also sends an e -mail to the merchant and customer an d many other important 

functions, including:  

 

¶ Mailing to merchant and customer  

¶ Displaying printable invoice  

¶ Updating stock  

¶ Generating download links and attachments  

¶ Mailing affiliates  

¶ Mailing suppliers  

¶ Allowing merchants to add their own special handling in file shopthanksmerchant.asp  
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4.14.1.  Configuration Options  

Xemailmerchant  Setting this to Yes  sends an email confirmation to merchant  

Xemailcustomer  Setting this to Yes  sends an email confirmation to customer  

Xemailwithtemplates  Setting this to Yes  sends these emails using templates  

Xmailtosuppliers  Setting this to Yes  sends confirmation emails to the suppliers of the 

products that have been ordered (VP -ASP Plus and above)  

Affmailorder  Setting this to Yes  sends a confirmation email to the affiliate the 

customer ordered through (VP -ASP Plus and above)  

4.14.2.  Adding Your Own Messages  

If you want to add a special message for your customers on this page, you can do this by editing the 

file shopthanksmerchant.asp . This routine has the ability to read anything in th e order and to 

look at all products ordered.  

 

For example, you could add your own HTML that writes out the customerôs name. 
 

Sub ShopThanksMerchant (conn,OrderID)  

 dim thanksrs  

 set thanksrs = conn.execute("select ofirstname from orders where orderid = " &  

orderID)  

  

 if not thanksrs.eof then  

  response.write "<strong><em>"  

  response.write " Thank you for your order " & thanksrs("ofirstname") & "!"  

  response.write "</em></strong><br /><br />"  

 end if  

  

 closerecordset thanksrs  

end sub  

4.15  Categories  

Categories  are a method for grouping your products so your customers can easily locate them. VP -

ASP puts no limits on the number of categories you have, the depth of the categories or sub -

categories, although it does require that you have at least one category, as a ll products must belong 

to a category.  

 

There are two methods of displaying categories in VP -ASP ï using the standard layout or using 

templates. Using the standard method, you can change the colors and fonts of the category layout 

using shop$colors.asp. Us ing templates, you have complete control.  

4.15.1.  Standard  Category Display  

VP-ASP will automatically display all of the categories in the shopping database on the page 

shopdisplaycategories.asp. This page will:  

 

1.  Display the categories in a table structure  

2.  You don ôt need to know any HTML to modify this layout 

3.  Automatically display images from the catimage field in your Category record  

4.  Automatically links to any subcategories that are assigned to this category . 

5.  Automatically link to any products that are assigned to  this category  

 

You can easily change the following aspects of this page:  

¶ Number of columns of categories displayed  

¶ Color and size of the table  

¶ Header at the top of the page  
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¶ Whether text is displayed under the category name and image  

4.15.1.1  Changing Colors and Fo nts and Sort  

The following values in shop$colors.asp under ñconfigò folder can be used to alter the display of 

categories on shopdisplaycategories.asp. These lines define the table and columns used to create 

the category display.  

 
const CatHeader="<span cl ass='fontbold'><p class=""txtheader ac"">"  

const CatRow="<tr style=""background - color:#FFFFFF"">"  

Const CatColumn="<td class=""ac vt""><p><span class='fontbold'>"  

Const CatTable="<table border=""0"" cellpadding=""0"" width=""100%"" 

cellspacing=""1"">"  

Const CatColumnEnd="</span></p></td>"  

4.15.1.2  Changing Column and Sort  

The VP -ASP Shop Configuration allows you to change the sort order, what is displayed and the 

number of columns displayed on shopdisplaycategories.asp.  

 

Xsortcategories  Which field in the category  table to sort the records on. 

Default is catdescription  (category name).  

Xcatmaxcolumns  The number of categories to display across the page.  

Xcategorydisplaytext *  Setting this to Yes  tells VP -ASP to display the text from 

the catmemo under the category image . 

Xcategoryproductsonly *  Setting this to Yes stops the display of the links to  

products  and subcategories  under the category image .  

Xdisplaycategoryfiles  Setting this to Yes  means that any filename entered into 

the catextra  field will be display ed at  the top of the 

category listing . 

Note: Items  marked with an asterisk are only relevant if you have xcategoryusetemplate set to No.  

4.15.1.3  Products & Subcategories  Links  

VP-ASP determines that a category has subcategories if the field hassubcategory  is filled i n with 

ANYTHING. If you see a link to Subcategories under a category and it doesnôt have any 

subcategories, edit the category record and remove anything in the hassubcategory  field.  

 

If a category has subcategories, click on the Products  link to see all th e products in this category 

and click on Subcategories  to see the subcategories.  

 

A subcategory in VP -ASP is simply a category that has a value in the highercategoryid field of the 

category record. A top - level category has 0 in that field, meaning it is th e highest level.  

 

If there is sub categories inside a parent category, the sub categories can be expandabled or hidden 

if customer click the parent category. Below is the screenshot of the sub categories display:  
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In the example above, if we click the c ategory ñLivingò, the sub categories ñCoffee tablesò and 

ñSeatingò will be displayed in the bottom of it. If we click again the category ñLivingò, the sub 

categories will be hidden. With this new feature, search engines can read the sub categories  easily.  

4.15.2.  Category Display with Templates  

If you want more control over how your categories are displayed, it is possible to replace the default 

formatting of categories with your own unique HTML using templates. A template can be created 

using your favorite editor and is simply plain HTML with the addition of some special syntax that tells 

VP-ASP where it needs to fill in information from the database.  

 

To use templates, you need to change the first Shop Configuration value.  

Xcategoryusetemplate  Setting  this to Yes  switches to template mode  

xcategorydisplaytemplate  This is the folder and name of the template to use. The 

default is tmp_categorytemplate.htm  

 

Any field in the categories table can be placed into your template. The field must be surrounded by 

square br ackets, as shown in the following example.  
 

<table border="0" cellpadding="2" width="100%">  

<tr>  

  <TD valign=top align=center>  

    <a href="shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=[categoryid]&cat=[urlencode catdescription]">  

      <img border="0" src="[catimage]">  

    </a>  

  </td>  

</tr>  

<tr>  

  <td align=center valign=top>  

   <a href="shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=[categoryid]&cat=[urlencode catdescription]">  

    [catdescription]  

    </a>  

 </td>  

</tr>  

<tr>  

 <td valign=top align=center>  

$  [catmemo]  

 </td>  

</tr>  

</table>  

 

Note: Adding a $ symbol at the very start of the line in a template tells VP -ASP not to display 

anything on that line if there is nothing in that field.  
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You can call any field from the Categories table in the database in your category template. For a full  

list of these fields, see page 123 . 

4.15.2.1  Special template functions  

Templates are treated as plain text and cannot have logic in them ï you canôt add ASP to your 

templates.  

 

You can, however, add calls to special VP -ASP functions  as shown in the example below.  

 
<table border="0" cellpadding="2" width="100%" class="tbl_category">  

  <tr>  

    <td class="ac vt">  

[ FORMATIMAGE SUB] 

    </td>  

  </tr>  

<tr>  

    <td class="ac vt">  

[FORMATHYPERLINKS SUB] 

[AddNumberSubCats SUB]  

    </td>  

  </ tr>  

$  <tr><td class="ac vt">[catmemo]</td></tr>  

</table>  

 

FORMATIMAGE  tells VP -ASP to use some logic to determine if the image is to be displayed.  

FORMATHYPERLINKS  tells VP -ASP to generate product/subcategory links.  

4.15.3.   Category Tree  

VP-ASP includes a file called shopcategorylist.asp, which displays all of your categories and 

subcategories in a tree structure.  

 

There are no direct links to this file from within VP -ASP, but if you wish to use it, you could include 

links to it throughout your site or include the file itself in your templates.  

 

 

4.16  Products  

Product displays are probably the most important aspect of your web site and VP -ASP provides great 

flexibility in how it can display products. As with categories, there are two methods of displaying 

products -  the standard method and templates. These are both described in more detail below.  

4.16.1.  Multi - product select  

VP-ASP allows you to choose two methods for your customers to add products to their cart ï  

 

¶ One at a time ï there is an order button next to each indiv idual product  

¶ Many at a time ï there is a checkbox next to each product and an order button at the bottom 

of the page that adds all checked items to the cart  
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In your Shop Configuration you need to change the following variable to determine how your 

custom ers can order.  

 

Xproductselect  Yes  = many at a time  

No  = one at a time  

xbuttonimage  Your order button image. If left empty a plain button is 

created  

xbuttontext  The text to appear in the plain button  

If you have xproductselect set to No, each product ca n have its own special Order Button. If you 

want a particular product to have its own order button, simply enter the folder and image name into 

Order Button image field of the product record.  

4.16.2.  Product Sort Order  

The order that products are displayed is cont rolled by your Shop Configuration.  

 

Xsortproducts  Sorting for products. Default is cname  which sorts the 

products by their Names.  

4.16.3.  Price Displays  

VP-ASP has a couple of different methods of handling price displays in your store:  

 

¶ Catalog only  

¶ Hide prices  

¶ Hide prices unless logged in  

 

xproductcatalogonly  Setting this to Yes  stops anyone from ordering from your 

site, but they can still view products. This is useful if you 

want to use VP -ASP to generate a catalog.  

xdisplayprices  Setting this to No  means that all products are displayed 

and can be ordered, but no prices are displayed.  

Xpriceloggedinonly  If this is set to Yes , only customers who are logged into 

your site will be able to see the product prices and be able 

order them.  

4.16.4.  Standard Display  

The standar d product display in VP -ASP displays products one row at a time. You can use Shop 

Configuration and alter shop$colors to achieve the following:  

 

¶ Change the number of columns and their order  

¶ Change how products are sorted  

¶ Change colors and fonts  

¶ Change capt ions of each column  

¶ Change whether one product can be ordered or multiple products from the same page  

¶ Stay on page or automatically start the checkout process  

¶ Add hyperlinks for product reviews, tell a friend and cross selling  

¶ Stop products from being disp layed based on stock level  

¶ Show out of stock messages  

¶ Stop the customer from buying anything  

 

4.16.4.1  Changing colors & fonts  

The following values in shop$colors.asp under ñconfigò folder can be used to alter the display of 

products on shopdisplayproducts.asp. The se lines define the table and columns used to create the 

product display.  
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Const Prodheaderfont="<span class='fontbold'>"  

Const ProdTable="<table border=""0"" cellpadding=""4"" cellspacing=""1"" 

width=""100%"" align=""center"" class=""vt"">"  

Const ProdHead erRow="<tr>"  

Const ProdHeaderColumn="<td class=""menuhdr ac"">"  

Const ProdRow="<tr>"  

const ProdColumn="<td class=""vm"" style=""background - color:#FCFCFC"">"  

const ProdColumnEnd="</td>"  

const ProdNameColumn="<td class=""ac vt"" style=""background - color:#FFF FFF"">"  

const ProdNameFont="<span class='fontbold'>"  

const ProdNameEnd="</span></td>"  

const ProdDescriptionColumn="<td class=""vt al"" width=""100%"" style=""background -

color:#FFFFFF"">"  

const ProdDescriptionFont=""  

const ProdDescriptionEnd=""  

const ProdQu antityColumn="<td class=""ac"" style=""background - color:#FFFFFF"">"  

const ProdQuantityEnd="</td>"  

Const ProdColumnFont=""  

Const ProdColumnPrice="<td class=""ac"" style=""background - color:#FCFCFC"">"  

const ProdPriceEnd="</td>"  

const ProdSelectColor="#FCFCFC "        

Const ProdButtonColumn="<td width=""15%"" class=""vm"" style=""background -

color:#FCFCFC"">"  

4.16.4.2  Changing fields that are displayed  

It is possible to alter the fields that are displayed and the order of the display in the Shop 

Configuration.  

 

Xproduct fields  This is the listing of fields from the products table to display (see   

page 155  for a listing of fields in the products table). Enter them 

in the order you want them to display. Default is 

cname,cdescription,Quantity,cp rice .  

 

Note:  Quantity  is a special word and it is the only field not in 

the database. It tells VP -ASP to provide a quantity field for the 

customer to enter the quantity of items they wish to purchase.  

 

Note: The database field names should all be entered i n lower 

case characters.  

Xproductcaptions  This is a list of captions to use for the columns specified in the 

variable above (it should have the same number of entries as 

the list above). These can be references to variables from the 

languages table or act ual words. Default is LangProductName, 

LangProductDescription, LangProductQuantity, LangProductPrice  

4.16.5.  Template Display  

If you want more control over how your products are displayed in shopdisplayproducts.asp, it is 

possible to replace the default formattin g of products with your own unique HTML using templates. A 

template can be created using your favorite editor and is simply plain HTML with the addition of 

some special syntax that tells VP -ASP where it needs to fill in information from the database.  

 

To use templates, you need to change the first Shop Configuration value.  

 

xproductwithHTML  Setting  this to Yes  switches to template mode  

xproductdisplaytemplate  This is the folder and name of the template to use. The 
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default is tmp_productformat.htm  

 

Any fi eld in the products table can be placed into your template. The field must be surrounded by 

square brackets, as shown in the following example.  
 

Note: Adding a $ symbol at the very start of the line in a template tells VP -ASP not to display 

anything on tha t line if there is nothing in that field.  

 

For example:  

 
<p align=center>  

  <a href="shopexd.asp?id= [catalogid] ">  

$   <img border="0" src=" [cimageurl] "></a>  

  <br /><a href="shopexd.asp?id= [catalogid] ">Click here</a>  

</p>  

 

You can call any field from the Products table in the database in your product template. For a full list 

of these fields, see page  155 . 

4.16.5.1  Special template functions  

Templates are treated as plain text and cannot have logic in them -  you canôt add ASP to your 

templates.  

 

You can, however, add calls to special VP -ASP functions as shown in the example below.  

 
[ FORMATIMAGE SUB]  

 

These functions tell VP -ASP to add additional information to your page and allow you to add pre -

coded complex logic to your pages instead  of just displaying a field from the database.  

 

[FORMATIMAGE SUB]  Generates image.  

[FORMAT BUTTON SUB]  Generates a check box or order button.  

[FORMATHYPERLINKS SUB]  Generates reviews and tell a friend hyperlinks  

[FORMATPRODUCTOPTIONS SUB]  Displays prod uct features  

[FORMAT QUANTITY SUB]  Display s quantity form field  

[FORMATOVERALLRATING SUB]  Displays review summary  

[FORMATCOMPARISON SUB]  Displays  comparison  product links . This is 

related to xcompareproducts.  

  

 

The functions above can only be used in the template displayed on shopdisplayproducts.asp .  

4.16.5.2  Multiple images per product  

To display multiple images for a product, you can use the extra image fields in the product record to 

hold the references to the extra images.  

You just need to upload your prod uct images in the ñAdditional Image 1 ï 5 fieldsò under the edit 

product page in control panel . 

These codes below in the template file tmp_product.htm  under ñtemplates \ standard ò folder is 

designed to display the extra images:  

 
$  <tr><td valign=middle alig n=CENTER><img src="[extraimage1]" border="0" 

alt="[translate cname]" /></td></tr>  



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 42/340 

$  <tr><td valign=middle align=CENTER><img src="[extraimage2]" border="0" 

alt="[translate cname]" /></td></tr>  

$  <tr><td valign=middle align=CENTER><img src="[extraimage3]" border="0" 

alt="[translate cname]" /></td></tr>  

$  <tr><td valign=middle align=CENTER><img src="[extraimage4]" border="0" 

alt="[translate cname]" /></td></tr>  

$  <tr><td valign=middle align=CENTER><img src="[extraimage5]" border="0" 

alt="[translate cname]"  /></td></tr>  

4.16.5.3  Changing template by category  

If you want all products in a particular category to use a special template, you can do so by adding a 

template name to the category record in the cattemplate field.  

Every time the product listing for this catego ry is displayed, it will use this template instead of the 
default product template.  

You can also achieve this by adding a link to your product listing page with a template specified in 

the URL.  

For example ï 

<a href=òshopdisplayproducts.asp?id=55&template=mytemplate.htmò>Products</a> 

In this example, the products in category 55  are displayed using template file mytemplate.htm .  

4.16.5.4  Product Thumbnail  

If you want to use  a thumbnail display that link to the detailed decription of yor product, a sample 
template is i ncluded ï tmp_productthumbnail.htm  

To make it the default template for displaying products in your site, you need to change the 

following shop configuration option.  

Xproductdisplaytemplate  Folder and filename of the template you wish to use. To use 

thumbna il display set to tmp_productthumbnail.htm .  

4.16.5.5  Different templates for different products  

If you want a particular product to use a different template to all of the other products in the listing 

page, you can do so by specifying a template in the productôs record in the Template Listing  field.  

4.16.6.  Advanced Product Display Options  

You can control many aspects of this display in your Shop Configuration by changing the following 

variables.  

 

xdisplaycategoryimages  Setting this to Yes  means that the image for the cate gory or 

subcategory that the products belong to is displayed at the top 

of the page.  

Xdisplaycategoryfiles  Setting this to Yes  means that any filename entered into the 

catextra  field of the category record will be displayed that file at 

the top of the pro duct listing  
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The image above the product display comes from the category record of the category of products 

being displayed.  The text below the image comes from a file that is referenced in the catextra field 

of the category record.  

 

There are many m ore features that you can add to enhance your product display. Many of these are 

described elsewhere in this manual, but the table below provides a quick reference to some that you 

may find useful.  

 

Xallowratingproducts  Setting this to Yes allows your cust omers to add their 

reviews of products.  

Xallowratingsummary  Setting this to Yes  displays a summary of current reviews 

in the product name column.  

Xcrossselling  Setting this to Yes  automatically displays any cross 

selling products defined in the product record. This is 

useful if you have related products that you want to refer 

interested customers to.  

Xcrosssellingimage  Setting this to Yes  displays an image when generating 

crossselling the links.  This is also used in Also Bought 

feature.  

XProExdCrossSel lingTemplate  Used as the HTML template to be used when generating 

Cross Selling Products at extended description page.  

XProExdCrossSellingTemplateInv

ent  

Used as the HTML template to be used when generating 

Cross Selling Products (for those products with c hild 

products) at extended description page.  

Xextendedpopup  Setting this to Yes  generates a pop -up link to the 

extended description pages, rather than a standard link.  

Xgenerateshopexdlink  Setting this to Yes  means VP -ASP will generate a link to 

the exte nded description page for all products.  

Xgeneratesku  Setting this to Yes  generates an SKU based on the 

product code and any codes defined in the featureother 

field. This SKU is displayed along with the product name 

when added to the cart.  

Xproductdisplay saving  Setting this to Yes  displays the difference between the 

Price field and the Retail Price field in your product record 

as a saving that your customer is receiving.  

xratingproducthyperlink  Setting this to Yes  automatically generates a hyperlink to 

add and list customer submitted reviews.  

Xproductlinktellafriend  Setting this to Yes  automatically adds a hyperlink to a 

Tell a Friend page.  

xproductpagingnextprevious  Setting this to Yes  replaces the page numbers at the 

bottom of the page with Next and P revious buttons or 

text.  

Xproductsperpage  The number of products displayed per page. Default is 
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10 .  

Xproductquestion  Setting this to Yes generates a link so the customer can 

send a product specific question to you.  

Xproductmakeanoffer  Setting this to Ye s generates a link for the customer to 

make an offer on a product.  

xproductwishlist  Setting this to Yes generates a link to add the product to 

the customerôs wish list. 

[formattaxinclusive cprice] in the  

tmp_product.htm  

Tax inclusive price will be displa yed in your product 

extended page.  

[formattaxexclusive cprice] in the  

tmp_product.htm  

Tax exclusive price will be displayed in your product 

extended page.  

 

4.16.7.  Automatic Extended Descriptions  

VP-ASP can automatically generate an extended description page for  products, rather than you 

having to create it by hand. This page is generated based on a template, which you can edit easily 

using any HTML editor.  

 

VP-ASP comes with a sample extended page template ï tmp_product.htm ï which you can modify 

to match your d esired page layout.  

 

Any field in the products table can be placed into your template. The field must be surrounded by 

square brackets, as shown in the following example.  
 

Note: Adding a $ symbol at the very start of the line in a template tells VP -ASP not  to display 

anything on that line if there is nothing in that field.  

 

For example:  

 
  <a href="shopexd.asp?id= [catalogid] ">  

$   <img border="0" src=" [cimageurl] "></a>  

  <br /><a href="shopexd.asp?id= [catalogid] ">Click here</a>  

 

You can call any field from  the Products table in the database in your product template. For a full list 

of these fields, see page 155 . 

 

You can also add different special function calls to your template to add various features, such as 

breadcrumbs and rating links to your pages. See page 28  for a complete list of these functions.  

 

If you want to use a template other than tmp_product.htm, you need to change the following Shop 

Configuration value.  

 

Xproducttemplate  Folder and  filename of the template you wish to use. 

Default tmp_product.htm .  

4.16.7.1  Display thumbnail link to Extended Description  

If you want to use a thumbnail of the product image to link to the extended description page instead 

of a text link, you can change this in your template.  

 
<a href="shopexd.asp?id=[catalogid]"><img border="0" src="[cimageurl]"></a>  

<br  / ><a href="shopexd.asp?id=[catalogid]">Click here</a>  

 

VP-ASP comes with a sample template that shows how to do this. If you want to use this template 

instead o f the standard one, you can change it in the Shop Configuration.  
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Xproductdisplaytemplate  Folder and filename of the template you wish to use. 

Default tmp_product forma t .htm .  

4.16.7.2  Linking to Extended Description page  

If you want to add a link to the extended de scription page in your own HTML pages, you can do this 

by adding a hyperlink as follows.  

 
<a href="shopexd.asp?id=3&template=mytemplate.htm">Display this product</a>  

 

¶ ID=3  ï REQUIRED  ï this is the ID of the product you want to link to. You can get the ID 

from the VP -ASP Adminstration by going to Store  > Products and locating the product you 

wish to link to.  

¶ TEMPLATE=mytemplate.htm  ï OPTIONAL ï if you want to use a specific template to 

display the page, you can enter the name of the template in the URL. If y ou donôt specify a 

template, it will use the default.  

4.16.8.  Difference between Features and Inventory Products  

The sections below outline the core differences between features and inventory products.  

4.16.8.1  What are Product Features?  

Features allow you to add items su ch as color, size, packaging or other "features" to a specific 

product or group of products. Features can be:  

¶ Drop Down Lists  

¶ Check Boxes  

¶ Radio buttons  

¶ User Supplied Text  

¶ User Supplied Prices  

¶ Quantities per feature  

 

Other feature attributes are:  

¶ Feat ures can all be required  

¶ Features can be required on an individual basis  

¶ Features can have a fixed price  

¶ Features can have a percentage price of the main product  

¶ Features can have an image  

For more information about inventory products, see page 53 . 

4.16.8.2  What are Inventory/Sub - Products?  

Inventory/Sub Products are products associated with a main product, for example, 10 -pack DVD -Rs, 

50 -pack DVD -Rs are associated with the main product -  DVD-Rs.  These products are created in the 

st andard products edit page.  

 

For more information about inventory products, see page 53 . 

4.16.8.3  What are the differences?  

Inventory Products allow you to assign a unique ccode to the product, as well as individual stock 

control.   Wher eas, when using Product Features, the number of  products  stock is global across all 

the different types of products.  

 

However, Product Features are useful if the same type of features are used across various 

products.  For example, if you are selling differ ent t - shirts, but they all have the same variances of 

colours available, it will be easier to use product features as oppose to inventory products, where 

you will have to create separate product entries.  
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4.16.9.  Product Features  

VP-ASP Product Features allow you t o add items such as color, size, packaging or other ñfeaturesò to 

a specific product or group of products. Features can be:  

 

¶ Drop Down Lists  

¶ Check Boxes  

¶ Radio buttons  

¶ User Supplied Text  

¶ User Supplied Prices  

¶ Quantities per feature  

 

Other feature attributes are:  

¶ Features can all be required  

¶ Features can be required on an individual basis  

¶ Features can have a fixed price  

¶ Features can have a percentage price of the main product  

¶ Features can have an image  

4.16.9.1  Adding / editing / deleting product features  

Features are defined in the prodfeatures table. You can add new and edit existing features using the 

VP-ASP Administration by going to Store > Products > Click ñFeatures ò tab. 

 

 
 

VP-ASP 7.00 enhances the functionality of the product features. As you can in the screen  shot 

above, administrator can know which products is using certain features.  For example , product 

ñComputer Deskò and ñRound Tableò are having feature ñWidthò and ñHeightò. 

 

To add a new feature, c lick ñAdd a Record ò. 

 

To edit an existing feature, click th e icon in the Edit  column next to Products .  

 

To delete an existing feature, click the icon in the Edit  column next to Products , and click the link 

ñDelete Feature Entirely ò 

 

The screenshot below showing when you click the ñAdd a Record ò to start creating a  new feature:  
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Click ñSee All Feature Fields Displayed ò if you want to see all fields in the form, a nd the form will 

be displayed as the screenshot below:  

 

 
 

If you want to add more options to the feature, e.g. you want add the options for ñWidthò in the 

example above to have options : 100,200,300,400,500. Then in the ñAdd more options ò 

dropdowns, choose 2  (you want to add another 400 and 500) . It will automatically add two more 

fields in the bottom so you can fill in the options 400 and 500. Click Save C hanges  once you have 

done. See the screen shot below :  
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If you want to see the form in reduced fields display, click ñSee Reduced Fields Displayed ò, and 

the form will be displayed in the default form as in the screen shot below:  

 
 

Below is the definiti on of the fields used in product features :  

Caption  (featurecaption)  This is the caption to appear with the feature.  

Featuren ame  (featurename)  The unique name of this feature. For example, it could be 
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the color. If you have two other colors available, you  will 

have two other records with  different colors . 

Featurep rice  (featureprice)  A feature can be free or have a price . 

Type   (featuretype)  One of the allowed feature types: radio, dropdown, 

selectlist, checkbox, usertext, quantity . These are 

described in  the next section.  

Multi Value  (featuremulti)  If the cu stomer is allowed to choose multiple different 

features from this one group, set to Yes. 

Feature Required  

(featurerequired)  

If set to Yes it means th at selecting from this collection of 

features  is r equired . 

Default  (featuredefault)  If set to Yes, then this is the default selected feature.  

Feature percent  A percentage of the cost of the main product that should 

be used as the price for the feature. eg. If featurepercent 

is set to 10, then the cost of  the feature when added to a 

$10 product will be $1.  

Feature image  An image to be displayed when the feature is displayed  

Feature weight  Weight used in shipping calculations  

Featureother  Unused.  

4.16.9.2  Feature Type s 

The sections below descr ibe the different feature types you can choose from.  

4.16.9.2.1  Multiple Selections  

By default , all features allow the customer to select one option. If you want t o allow the customer to 

select multiple options, enter the word ñYesò (without quotes) into the FeatureMulti field  of the 

prodfeature record (described above) .  

 

Radio Buttons cannot have multiple selections so they are automatically converted to checkboxes.  

 

Selectlist features are incompatible with multi - selection.  

4.16.9.2.2  User Supplied Text  (UserText)  

It is poss ible to allow the customer to enter his or her own details  by setting Feature Type = 

UserText . The caption for the feature is from the FeatureCaption field  and t he featurename field is 

unused.  

 

 

4.16.9.2.3  Radio Button  (Radio)  

If you want to have your feature select ions as radio buttons, you need to set the following in your 

prodfeatures record.  

 

FeatureType  = Radio  

FeatureCaption  should be the same for all items with same featurenum  (for example: color)  

FeatureName  should be the individual different buttons  (for exa mple: grey, orange, striped, white)  

Featureprice  is an  optional price associated with feature  (for example: 1, 0, 2, 0)  
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4.16.9.2.4  CheckBox  (Checkbox)  

If you want to have your feature selections as checkboxes, you need to set the following in your 

prodfeatures rec ord.  

 

FeatureType  =  Checkbox  

FeatureCaption  should be the same for all items with same featurenum  (for example: color)  

FeatureName  should be the individual different buttons  (for example: red, green, blue)  

Featureprice  is an optional price associated with feature  (for example: 1,.5,0)  

FeatureMulti  is o ptional  ï set to Yes to allow multiple selections . 

 

 

4.16.9.2.5  DropDown List  (Dropdown)  

If you want to have your feature selections as a dropdown list, you need to set the following in your 

prodfeatures record.  

 

Featur eType  =  DropDown  

FeatureCaption  should be the same for all items with same featurenum  (for example: color)  

FeatureName  should be the individual different buttons  (for example: red, green, blue)  

Featureprice  is an optional price associated with feature  (for  example: 1, .5, 0)  

FeatureMulti  is o ptional  ï set to Y es to allow multiple selections  

 

 

4.16.9.2.6  Inline Selection List  (SelectList)  
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This is an advanced feature that appears the same as the previous dropdown list, but is generated 

differently.  

 

Featuretype  =  Selec tList  

FeatureCaption  should be the value to be placed above the text box  (eg. Color)  

 

Sometimes handling features using the prod features table becomes too complex  -  this happens 

when a range of products has almost the same set of features but not exactly.  

 

For example if you are selling shirts but the colours are unique to each shirt.  

 

To handle this VP -ASP, has the concept of a SelectList. SelectList is a field in the products table 

where you simply enter the colors (or whatever feature) into that field.   

 

For example  -  grey,red,blue  

 

If any of your features need to have a price associate with them, enter this here as shown below.  

 

For example -  grey [2.00],red,blue [3.00]  

 

VP-ASP will then generate a drop down list with grey,  red and blue.  

 

To use Selec tList as a feature, you must create one feature in the ProdFeatures table and assign this 

feature to the product(s). The FeatureCaption field of this record will be used as the header for the 

dropdown list.  

 

If you need additional fields in the products t able to be used to generate select lists, use the 

featureother  field in the prodfeatures table. For example create an additional select list using the 

pother3 field in the products table, set the following in the prodfeatures table.  

 

Featuretype  =  SelectLi st  

Featurecaption  =  ñCaption for this featureò 

Featureother  =  ñpother3ò 

 

VP-ASP will now look in field pother3  and generate dropdown lists for anything in that field. It will 

have the same format described above. There are no limits to the number of select  fields you can 

have. Select list cannot be multi selection. They generate a drop down list only and not radio 

buttons.  

4.16.9.2.7  User  Entered Price  (UserPrice)  

If you want to allow your customers to enter their own price for a product (such as a donaton) you 

can us e the UserPrice field.  

 

FeatureType  =  UserPrice  

FeatureCaption  should be the value to be placed above the text box  

 

 

4.16.9.2.8  Quantity  

A quantity type feature allows a customer to select x of one type and y of another.  
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FeatureType  = Quantity  

FeatureCaption  shoul d be the same for all items with same featurenum (for example: color)  

FeatureName  should be the individual different buttons (for example: red, green, blue)  

Featureprice  is an optional price associated with feature (for example: 1, .5, 0)  

 

4.16.9.2.9  Provide more in formation about a feature  

If you want to provide your customers with more information about a feature, you can add a link to 

a HTML file into the featureother1 field and VP -ASP will generate a link to that URL next to the 

feature listing.  

 

4.16.9.3  Product Configur ator  

If you have a product with a lot of features, VP -ASP has a feature called the Kit Configurator. This is 

designed to allow a customer to choose from many different features for a product with the price 

being dynamically updated on the page before the c ustomer adds the product to the cart.  

 

There is no link to the configurator directly built into VP -ASP -  if you wish to use this facility you 

must create your own hyperlink as shown below.  

 
<a href=òshopkitconfig.asp?catalogid=6ò>Configure this product</a> 

 

The catalogid is the product catalogid for the product that you want to allow the customer to 

configure ( 6 above is just an example).  

 

The configurator only supports drop down lists -  you set up product features as per normal in the 

prodfeatures table.  

 

If you have a feature set to required, it must also have a default value.  

 

 

4.16.9.4  Assigning features to a product  

Products may or may not have features and many products can have the same features.  
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Feature assignments are handled by the field "Features" in t he Products table. If a product has 

features then the Features field has a list of numbers such as "1,4".  

 

The numbers in the comma -delimited list represent groups of features on the ProdFeatures Table.  

 

For example -  if there are four records in the Prod Features table with Featurenum = 1 then the four 

are displayed in a drop down list.  

 

If there are seven features within Featurenum=4 then the seven items are displayed in another drop 

down list.  

 

VP-ASP defaults to allowing four features to be assigned to  one product at a time. If you want to 

have more features, you will need to change the following value in your Shop Configuration.  

 

Xmaxfeatures  20  

4.16.9.5  Making features required  

If you want your customers to have to make a feature selection for all products in  your shop, you 

can force this in your Shop Configuration.  

 

Xfeaturesrequired  Setting this to Yes means that your customers must select a 

feature for a product that has features defined.  

 

If you donôt want all feature groups to be required, but want to make a particular feature group 

required, then there is a field in the ProdFeatures table called FeatureRequired , which you can set to 

TRUE.  

 

For example, if you have a t - shirt with two sets of features ï color and size  

 

If you want your customers to have t o select a color, but not necessarily a size, then you would set 

xfeaturesrequired to NO and the FeatureRequired flag in the color feature to True.  

 

4.16.10.  Inventory Products  

VP-ASP does not control stock by product features so if you have, for example, large blu e shirts and 

small green shirts, VP -ASP will only keep track of the stock of the main product -  shirts.  

If you need complete inventory control, then you can use the inventory products feature.  

Xinventoryproducts  Setting this to Yes  turns on inventory prod ucts function with 

parent/child product relationships.  

With inventory products, you set up a product record for the main product (parent product) ï in this 

example, ñShirtò.  

You can then set up a list of sub -products (child) that are associated with the main product ï in this 

example, ñBlue Shirtò and ñGreen Shirtò. 

These sub -products are never shown directly when displaying products or searching, they are only 

seen when the main product is shown ï they appear in much the same way as features.  

4.16.11.  Inventory product layout options  

The inventory products feature is extremely flexible in the way it shows the sub -products ï they can 

appear as a dropdown list, radio buttons, check boxes, quantity selection boxes or as a table.  
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4.16.11.1  Inventory Product table  

When sub -pro ducts are displayed as a table, they cannot be ordered directly on the page of the 

main product. The customer needs to click the view hyperlink where the full sub product details are 

displayed.  

 

In the parent record, you need to set Display type=Table .  

 
For even greater control over how this layout is displayed, you can define how the sub -products 

display using a template.  

 

To turn this option on, set the following shop configuration options.  

Xsubproducttemplate  Setting this to Yes  means child products usi ng the table layout 

are displayed using a template.  

Xsubproductcolumns  The number of items that should be displayed across the page. 

For example 4 would show four products across before starting 

a new row.  

To alter the way your child products display, yo u need to edit the file tmp_subproductformat.htm  

using a text editor.  

 

Note:  Due to the extensive number of template options and because this product could be displayed 

using various methods, only product fields are supported. Items such as buttons and fea tures 
cannot be supported since they may interfere with the outside form's definitions.  

4.16.11.2  Inventory Product drop down list  

If you want the sub -products to appear as a drop down list you need to set the following in your 

parent product record -  Display type=D ropdown .  
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4.16.12.  Inventory Product radio buttons  

If you want the sub -products to appear as a radio button list you need to set the following in your 

parent product record -  Display type=Radio .  

 

4.16.13.  Inventory Product checkbox  

With checkbox display type, each sub -pr oduct has a checkbox next to it , so that m ultiple products 

can be added to the cart all with the same quantity.  

 

To enable this, set the following in your parent product record -  Display type=Checkbox .  

 

4.16.14.  Inventory Product quantity boxes  

With quan tity displ ay type, multiple p roduct s can be ordered each with a different quantity . 

 

To enable this, set the following in your parent product record -  Display type=Quantity .  
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4.16.15.  Child product price display  

If your  sub -products are all the same price, you may want to only display the price with the parent 

product and not display it next to each individual child product. You can do this by setting the 

following option in your shop configuration.  

Xshowchildprice  Setting this to Yes  means the price of child products will be 

displayed.  

You will also need to edit your template to add the parent price to the display.  

If you are using extended descriptions you will also have to add [formatcurrency cprice]  in 

your  tmp_productinvent.htm template wherever you wish to display th e price.  

If you are using the tmp_productformatinvent.htm template to display your inventory products in 

shopdisplayproducts.asp you will also have to add [formatcurrency cprice]  in this template.  

4.16.16.  Product Report  

VP-ASP 7 .00 support s enhanced product report  with 2D/3D chart.  

 

This report shows you which products have been sold in your shop and how many times, and the 

total amount paid for the product. This report also doubles as a supplier report.  
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Below is the screen shot of a monthly product report (suppl ier report) from 1/1/2009 ï 1/31/2009 :  

 
 

4.16.17.  Other Products from a Category as Cross Selling on Product Page  

VP-ASP 7.00 enables you to display a list of other products from a category or more than one 

category as cross selling in the product extended page.  

 

In the product record and category record admin can enter in the category id's of categories that 

you wish to have display (e.g. 5,8,46). These would then display at the bottom of the page in 

category groups with the name of the category as the header.  

 

To setup for a product record , you need to go  to edit product page and and fill in the ñCategories 

ID to Cross - Sell ò field under the ñAdvanced Fieldsò form :  

 
 

To setup for a category record , you need to go to edit category page and and fill in the 

ñCategori es ID to Cross - Sell ò field under the ñBasic Informationò form: 



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 58/340 

 
 

You can choose to set in the product record OR  in the category record.  

If you set in a product record, only the product page will display the list of other products from a 

category or more.  

If you set in a category record, all the products belong to the category will display the list of other 

products from a category or more.  

 

This example below showing about set ing up category as cross selling in product record .  
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You want to display all produ cts from category Dining  (id 3) and category Kitchen  (id 4) to be 

displayed in the product extended page for ñCoffee Table ò. Then under ñCategories ID to Cross-

Sellò field, fill in the category  ids with a separated commas e.g. 3,4. 

 

Below is the preview of  product extended page for ñCoffee Table ò with the other products displayed 

in the bottom of the page :  

 
 

If you want to display the other products from a category or more as cross selling in All of the 

product extended page , you can use the ñxProCatDispl ayCategoryID ò configuration. 

 

For example, you want to display all products from category Dining  (id 3) and category Kitchen  (id 

4) to be displayed in the ALL product extended page. Enter the category id in separated commas 

e.g. 3,4 as the value for the co nfiguration ñxProCatDisplayCategoryID ò. 

 

The following Configuration options allow you to control the other products from  categories in 

product extended page.  

 

XProCatDisplay  Setting this to Yes to show Products of Categories at 

product extended descriptio n page.  
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XProCatDisplayCategoryID  Products of Categories to be displayed at product extended 

description page, eg: 3,4  

XProCatDisplayRecord  Return x Records for each category specified in 

xProCatDisplayCategoryID  

 

As a summary, VP -ASP offers you to have three ways to setup the other products from a category or 

more in the product extended page, that is setup from a product record, category record OR setup 

as global using ñXProCatDisplayCategoryID ò. 

 

VP-ASP perfoms checking from each of the three ways ment ioned above in a sequence to display the 

other products section as below:  

 

1.  Seek for ñCategories ID to Cross -Sellò value in certain product .  

 

2. If no value found for ñCategories ID to Cross - Sell ò in certain product, then seek for 

òCategories ID to Cros s- Sell ò for certain category. 

 

3. If no value found for ñCategories ID to Cross - Sell ò in certain category, then seek for the global 

configuration value of ñXProCatDisplayCategoryID ò. 

 

4.16.18.   Product Bundles  

New feature in the VP -ASP 7.00 ñProduct Bundles ò enable s merchant to create a bundled product 

out of several other products. The bundle appears in cart as a separate product alongside all the 

items in the bundle.  

 

 
 

The cart remembers which items are part of a bundle and prevents removing individually. The 

bundle carries the price and weight in the cart. The products from the bundle carry zero weight and 

zero price. We can say the bundle are a product with its own price and weight although it contains 

one or more products in the bundle.  

 

The price in the cart  is not the sum of total price of the items in the bundle, instead it is exactly 

retrieve from cprice of the bundle.  

 

Bundle do not have stock. The stock will be deducted from individual products inside  a bundle 

automatically.  

 

To manage your product bundl e, you can go to administration page : Store > Product > click 

Bundled tab.  
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To add a bundle, click the Add a Record button at the top of the page.  

 

To edit a bundle, click the Edit button next to the bundle you wish to change.  

 

To delete a bundle, tick  the box next to the bundle and click the Delete Selected Records button.  

 

4.16.18.1  Adding a product bundle  

 

The add product bundle form is basically the same like in the common product form. The different is 

in the product bundle form, the ñProduct Type ò dropdown field is automatically selected to 

Bundled .  And in the product bundle form, the ñStock ò field is removed. 

 

 
 

Product Type  To record "Product Type", which is automatically selected Bundled.  

Bundle : CatalogID 

& Qty  

The series of CatalogID and Qty of bund le in separated commas  format . 

Eg. 1[1],2[3] means 1 Quantity of Product CatalogID 1 and 3 Qua ntities of 

Product CatalogID  2.  

 

These two fields above need to be filled for a bundle in the adding product bundle form. The rest of 

the fields will be exactly the same definitio n as in the common product form that y ou can reference 

to the sub chapter Adding a product  on page .155  
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4.17  Webpage Elements  

 

The following functions can be added to your header and footer templates to add dynami c elements 

to your website display.  

 

4.17.1.   Top Seller s 

 

The Top Sellers routine is a great little function that displays the most 

frequently purchased items from your store.  

You can manage this feature using Layout  Manager described in page 89 .  

If you  have c hild products  that are among your top sellers, they  are displayed 

in the Top Sellers list preceded by their parent ôs name. 

For example: Parent Product -  Child Product  or Triple DVD Cases ï 100 .  

When a customer clicks the name of  this product, they will be taken to the 

full description of the parent product.  

If there are products that you think should be showing in the Top Sellers but 

arenôt, there are sev eral possible reasons for this.  

You have xtopsellersprocessedonly  set to Yes  and all of the orders for the 

product are not yet processed.  You need to either set 

xtopsellersprocessedon ly = No, or process your Orders  

You have the product set to Hide.  

The product ôs stock level is below the level specified in xstocklow .  

You can set th e Top Sellers to show all orders or only show orders that have been processed by by 

changing the following shop configuration option.  

Xtopsellersprocessedonly  Setting this to Yes means that only orders that have been 

marked processed will count towards the  Top Seller display.  

The display of the Top Sellers is handled by the template tmp_topsellers.htm .  

4.17.2.  Featured Products  

The Featured Products routine allows you to display a collection of products 

that you specify in your administration. This is handy if yo u want to 

showcase a selection of products.  

You can manage this feature using Layout  Manager  describe d in page 88 . 

The display of the Featured Products is handled by the template 

tmp_topsellers.htm .  

To add a product to the Fea tured Products listing, login to your 

administration and edit the product you want to display. Set the Include in 

Featured Products flag to Yes and click the Update button at the bottom of 

the page.  
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4.17.3.  Search  

To add a mini search form in your header or traile r, see page 69  and 79 . 

4.17.4.  Currency Switcher  

If you are using multi - currency, adding a currency switcher to your site so that your customers can 

quickly change the currency displayed is easy.  

 

You can  manage this feature using Layout  Manager  described in page 87 . 

4.17.5.  Language Switcher  

If you have multiple languages installed on your site, you can add a language switcher to your site 

so that your customers can quickly change th e language they are viewing the site in.  

You can manage this feature using Layout  Manager  described in page 87  

4.17.6.  Category na v igation  

You can manage this feature using Layout  Manager  described in page  85 . 

4.17.7.  Mini Cart  

The Mini Cart is a short version of the customerôs shopping cart that is available on every page. 

 

VP-ASP provides you with three  different layout options for the Mini Cart, which are all explained 

below.  

 

You can manage this feature using Layout  Manager  described in page 85 . 

If you want to turn off the Mini Cart quickly, you can also do so by making this Configuration 

change.  

 

xnavigateminicart  Setting this to No  stops minicart from displaying.  

4.17.8.  Custom Mini - Car t  

If you want to create your own custom Mini Cart with just the number of products and the order 

total, you can do so by calling the following two routines (shown in a sample table ï you can add 

them into whatever HTML you like).  

 

 

<table border="0" cellS pacing="0" cellPadding="1" 

width="140" class="NAVBOX">  

<tr><td><Img src="vpnav_spacer.gif" width="1" 

height="1"></td></tr>  

<tr><td width="100%" class="small - white - text" 

align="center" colspan="2" bgcolor="#3186B5">Shopping 

cart</td></tr>  

<tr>  

<td nowrap cl ass="small - black - text">Qty</td>  

 <td noWrap class="small - black -

text "><%=navigateproductquantity()%> </td>  

</tr>  

<tr>  

<td noWrap class="small - black - text">Total</td>  

<td noWrap class="small - black -

text"> <%=navigateproductTotal()%> </td>  

</tr>  

</table>  
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4.17.9.   Alphab et navigation  

To generate a set of alphabetic letters that are links to a list of products with product names starting 

with these letters, you  can  use  this feature using Layout  Manager  described on page  102 . 

 

The following Con figuration options also allow you to control this display.  

 

Xalphabetdisplay  Setting this to Yes turns on alphabet displays  

Xalphabet  This is the set of letters being displayed ï default is 

A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,J,K,L,M,N,O,P,Q,R,S,T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z  

 

 

4.17.10.  Random Pr oduct display  

If you want to display a random selection of products,  you can manage this feature using Layout  

Manager  described on page  99 . 

This will generate a display of randomly selected products. For more information on ho w you can 

control which products are displayed, see page  99 .  

4.17.11.  New Products Widget  

New Products Widget allows admin to display new products that are recently added into their site. 

Admin can set to display all  new products that have been added to the shopping cart during a 

defined period . 

 

To setup New Products Widget, set the following shop configuration options.  

Xnewproductwidget  Setting this to Yes  will display the New Product widget in the 

homepage.  

XNewProductDuration  Enter  number of days to show all new products that have been 

added to the shopping cart during the defined period.  

For example, adding 3 will show all products that have been 

added in the last 3 days.  

XNewProductTemplate  The template used when displaying new products using a 

template.  

XNewProductsfrontpagemax

columns  

The number of columns of New Products to display on the 

home page.  

XNewProductsfrontpagemax

records  

The number of records of New Products to display on the home 

page.  

 

New Products Widget  is usin g template tmp_default.htm and the sub routine below running the New 

Product Widget:  

[DISPLAYNEWPRODUCTS SUB] 

If you set Xnewproductwidget  to Yes , then New Products Widget will be displayed  under the title 

ñLatest Products ò in the homepage.  

This will gener ate a display of new products that have been added to the shopping cart during the 

defined period using the configuration ñXNewProductDuration ò. 

You can edit the title ñLatest Products ò by editing the language keyword 

òlangcommonlatestproduct ò  in the administration : Advanced Settings > International > Edit 

Language tab.  Change the value to your desired title and Reset Language to see the changes.  
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NOTE : You can change the title for the ñRandom Picks Products ò below  the Latest Products by 

following the sa me direction above, edit the language keyword ñlangcommonrandomproduct ò. 
Or you can change from Layout  Manager  unde r ñrandomproducts ò and edit the Label Name .  

4.17.12.  Google Maps  

Google map is embedded in the contact us page .  

To enable / disable this feature, adm in can set the configuration " xGoogleMap " to Yes/No .  

You can do this by going to administration page : Website > Google Location Map Set -up  

Admin can easily control the google map using configurations listed below :  

XGoogleMap  Setting this to Yes  will disp lay google map in the Contact 

Us page.  

XGoogleMapAPIKey  Enter your Google Map API key. You can register at 

http://www.google.com/apis/maps/signup.html  

XGoogleMapHeight  Enter map height  

XGoogleMapLatitude  To get latitude value, please follow steps below :  

-  Go to http://maps.google.com/  

-  Enter your store location e.g. 411 dorcas st south 

melbourne and click "Search Maps".  

-  In the address bar of your browser ( not the address bar 

of the google map), enter : 

javascript:void(prompt('',gApplication.getMap( ).getC

enter()));  

-  You will see something like :  

( -37.834649289149674, 144.95172500610351)  

-  Latitude value is the left value before comma, in the 

example above, latitude is -37.834649289149674.  

-  Paste -37.834649289149674 into xgooglemaplatitude 

field.  

XGoogleMapLongitude  To get longitude value, please follow steps below :  

-  Go to http://maps.google.com/  

-  Enter your store location e.g. 411 dorcas st south 

melbourne and click "Search Maps".  

-  In the address bar of your browser ( not the address bar 

of t he google map), enter : 

javascript:void(prompt('',gApplication.getMap().getC

enter()));  

-  You will see something like :  

( -37.834649289149674, 144.95172500610351)  

-  Longitude value is the right value after comma, in the 

example above, longitude is 144.95172 500610351.  

-  Paste 144.95172500610351 into xGoogleMapLongitude 

field.  

XGoogleMapWidth  Enter map width  

XGoogleMapZoomLevel  Enter zoom level. Default value is 4  

You need to obtain latitude and longitude coordinate from Google map site. Please refer to the  

configurations  in above  section . 

You also need to register your free Google Map API key as mentioned in the configurations  above .  

This version of google map will display a marker. When it is clicked, it will displays the store details : 

-  Store name  

-  Address  
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-  Phone  

-  Email  

These information is loaded from Mycompany table that store the merchant details.  

4.18  Navigation  

The top navigation bar is created via a hybrid of a table and lists, where the top level navigation is 

generated into table cells and second level navigation is created as unordered lists.  You can modify 

how the menu looks in the file menu .css and shop 700 .css in the templates \ default -2cols \ css folder.  

 

The first and outermost declaration is "nav" which encloses all the elements in the navigati on bar.   

 

The bulk of the design elements are declared below, the styles applied for these dictate the look of 

the top level links. The "border - collapse" used here is acting as a replacement for cellspacing="0".  

 

A couple of things to note is that each li nk (table#horiz_nav td a) has been set to have a grey 

border on the right.  However, because the overall navigation bar has already been set a border 

(see above), the last link needs to have its border set to 0 (otherwise the border will double up; 

creatin g a  2 pixel border on the right). To do this, the last cell has been assigned a class name of 

"last" and a specific style has been applied to it (see "table#horiz_nav td.last a" below  in menu .css ).  

 
table#horiz_nav {  

 padding:0px;  

 width:100%;  

 border - coll apse:collapse;  

}  

 

table#horiz_nav td {  

 text - align:left;  

 font - family:Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, sans - serif;  

 padding:0px;  

}  

 

table#horiz_nav td a {  

 display:block;  

 text - align:center;  

 padding:8px 0px;  

 color:#fff;  

 text - decoration:none;  

 font - size:12px;  

 text - transform:uppercase;  

 background - image: url(../images/menu - separator2.gif);  

 background - repeat: no - repeat;  

 background - position: 0px - 15px;   

}  

table#horiz_nav td.last a { border - right:0px; }  

table#horiz_nav td a:hover { color:#000; }  

 

As explained ab ove, the second level navigation  is created as lists, and its styles are shown below.  

In the CSS file, styles that are declared under "Do not change" should not be modified or removed.  

 

The way the menu works is by positioning the overall menu right outsi de of the screen (left: -999em) 

and then when the mouse cursor hovers over the top level cell, it will move the drop down list 

position back (left:auto).   
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However, Internet Explorer 6 and earlier do not have the ability of setting the "hover" attribute to  

any elements other than links.  Through the use of Javascript, a similar effect can be created by 

giving the table cell a class name when the mouse moves over it.  Therefore, it is also importan t to 

keep the reference to the ñjs/dropdown.js " file in " shop page_header .htm".  These CSS below is in 

menu .css:  

 

table#horiz_nav ul {  

 /* Do not change  */  

 position:absolute;  

 left: -999em;  

 padding:0px;  

 margin:0px;  

 list - style - type:none;  

  

 /* Styles */  

 background:#94BF0D;  

 border - right:1px solid #eee;  

 text -alig n:left;  

 width:150px;  

}  

 

/* Do not change  */  

#horiz_nav td:hover ul { left: auto; }  

#horiz_nav td.sfhover ul { left: auto; }  

 

#horiz_nav ul li { /* submenu */  

 /* Do not change */  

 display:block;  

 width:100%;  

 margin:0px;  

  

 /* Styles */  

 line -height:22px ;  

 text - transform:capitalize;  

}  

 

table#horiz_na v ul li a { /* submenu links */  

 /* Do not change */  

 display:block;  

 

 /* Styles */  

 padding:0px 10px !important;  

 border -bottom:1px solid #EEEEEE;  

 border - right:0px;  

 text -align:left;  

}  

 

4.19  Breadcrumbs  

The bread crumb navigation that appears at the top of your pages allows your customers to see the 

path they have taken to get to the current page.  

 

It can be turned on or off with the following shop configuration option.  

 

xbreadcrumbs  Setting this to Yes  will displa y breadcrumb navigation at 
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the top of your pages.  

 

Breadcrumbs on category and product pages are ñbuiltò as the customer browses your site. 

 

For example, if they go from the Homepage  to Category 1  then to Product 1 , the breadcrumb will 

look like ï 

 

Home - -> Categories -- > Category 1 -- > Product 1  

 

However, if they click a direct link from the homepage to a product, there will be no breadcrumb as 

VP-ASP does not generate one if they havenôt been through a category. As products can be in 

multiple categories,  it is impossible for VP -ASP to determine which one should be used to make up 

the breadcrumb.  

 

At the end of some links throughout your site, such as ones from the Top Sellers, you will notice the 

parameter ñbc=noò being passed. This tells the display not to try and generate a breadcrumb, as the 

category is unknown (as described in the paragraph above).  

 

You can change the style of your breadcrumbs in the shop 700 .css file in the templates \ default -

2cols \ css folder.  

 

The following classes apply to the breadcr umbs.  

 

div.breadcrumb {  

 text -align:left;  

 color:#bbbbbb;  

 font -size:10px;  

 margin: 10px 0px 10px 10px;  

}  

div.breadcrumb a {  

 color:#bbbbbb !important;  

 text -decoration:none;  

}  

div.breadcrumb a:hover {  

 text -decoration:underline;  

}  

4.20  Search  

 

VP-ASP 7.00  search bar now improved with suggestion result. Customers can perfom a quick 

product search and a list of suggestions will be displayed as the customer types.  

Below is the preview of the search bar and the search result when a customer types ñtableò: 

 
 

The search page ñshopsearch.aspò allows your customers to enter key terms that describe the 

products that are looking for.  

 

VP-ASP allows you to customize this page to specify what fields the customer can search on, 

whether category searches are allowed an d whether the customer can search by price.  

 

VP-ASP 7 .00 have fixed the previous version that when you click the ñProduct Categoriesò dropdown 
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in the search form, and when you choose category that have sub categories, you can now get 

results and see the l isting of products.  

 

Programming Note: If you want to write your own search facility, all you need to do is create a 

HTML form, then have it generate SQL based on the customerôs selections. Assign this SQL to the 

session variable SQL (use VP -ASP notation ï setsess ñSQLò, mysqlquery) and redirect the page to 

shopdisplayproducts.asp which will generate a list based on your criteria.  

 

 

4.20.1.  Customizing Search Form  

If you wish to remove the categories and/or subcategories from the search form, you can do so by 

chan ging the following values in your shop configuration.  

 

In your shop configuration , change these values to ñNoò to remove categories and/or subcategories 

(removing categories automatically removes subcategories).  

 

xsearchdisplaycategories  Setting this to Ye s  displays the highest level categories on the search 

form.  

 

By default, the search only looks in the cname, cdescription and ccode fields of the product record 

for the customerôs keywords. You can change this in the shop configuration. 

 

xsearchfields  A comma -delimited list of fields in the product record 

that should be searched. Default is 

cname,cdescription,ccode .  

 

If you want to allow customers to search for items by price, setting the following option in your shop 

configuration will display fields to allow this.  

 

Xsearchbyprice  Setting this to Yes  adds low and high price search 

fields  to the search  form . 

 

To allow your customers to sort their search results, set the following Shop Configuration Options . 

 

Xsearchsortfields  A comma -delimited list of fie lds from the products table that you want 

to allow customers to sort by. For example -  name,cprice,ccode .  
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xsearchsortcaptions  A comma -delimited list of captions for the sort fields specified above. 

For example -   Name, Price, Product code .  

 

Note: The two  variables above must both have the same number of items in the list ï you must 

enter a caption for each field or you may get errors on your search page.  

 

Note: Access and SQL Server do not allow sorting by memo/text fields, so sort by cdescription or 

exte ndedesc is not allowed.  

4.20.2.  View Search Reports  

VP-ASP can track keywords, categories and sub categories that you customers are searching for so 

that you can see what people are looking for in your store.  

 

In your shop configuration, you need to set the follo wing.  

 

Xsearchcapture  Setting this to Yes  enables search term recording, which will record 

what keywords and categories your customers are searching for.  

 

You can view a report of what is being searched for in your administration by going to Store > 

Repor ts > Search  Term Report  

 

VP-ASP 7 .00 enhanced the Search Term Report with various types of 2D/3D charts you can choose 

in the Search Report form.  

 

 

4.20.3.  Adding links to searches and mini - search forms to your site  

If you want to add a link to your site that wil l show all products that meet certain criteria, there are 

two methods of doing this.  

 

Method one uses the shopsearch.asp page and is limited to only searching the keywords field of the 

product record.  

 

Your link or form needs to go to the shopsearch.asp pa ge and two pieces of information are required 

to be passed along with this link:  
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1.  Search = YES ï this tells VP -ASP that you want to run a search . 

2.  Keyword ï this is a comma -delimited list of keywords to search for.   

 

Hyperlink example ï 

 
<a href="shopsearch .asp?search=YES&keyword=abc,def,jkl">Search for keywords</a>  

 

Form Example ï  

 
<form method=òpostò action=òshopsearch.aspò> 

 <input type=òhiddenò name=òsearchò value=òYESò /> 

 <input type=òtextò name=òkeywordò value=òò />  

 <input type=òsubmitò value=òSearchò /> 

</form>  

 

 

Method two uses shopquery.asp which is much more powerful, as it allows you to specify searches 

on any field in the products table.  

 

Your link or form needs to go to shopquery.asp and you need to pass pairs of name/value strings to 

the link  to tell VP -ASP what to search on.  

 

You can also pass a template to display the results with by adding template=templatename.htm to 

the link (where templatename.htm is the actual name of your template file).  

 

Hyperlink examples ï 

 
<a href="shopquery.asp?cp rice=50&cname=shirt">Display Shirts</a>  

<a href="shopquery.asp?cprice=50&cname=shirt&template= shirttemplate .htm">Display 

Shirts</a>  

 

Form example ï 

 
<form method="POST" action="shopquery.asp">  

Name: <input type="text" name="cname" size="30" />  

<br />Manufa cturer <input type="text" name="mfg" size="30" />  

<br />Price<input type="text" name="cprice" size="30" />  

<br /><input type="submit" value="Display" name="Shopquery" />  

</form>  

 

By default shopquery.asp will try to find the information, such as shirt in t he example above, 

anywhere in the specified field. If you want to find only products where the keyword is the first few 

characters of the field you need to add queryprefix=No to your link or form.  

 

Hyperlink example -   
 

<a href="shopquery.asp?cname=shirt&q ueryprefix=No">Display Shirts</a>  

 

Form example -   
 

<form method="POST" action="shopquery.asp">  

Name: <input type="text" name="cname" size="30" />  

<input type=òhiddenò name=òqueryprefixò value=òNoò /> 

<br /><input type="submit" value="Display" name="Shopqu ery" />  

</form>  
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If you want to use shopquery.asp to search for products in a specific price range, you can do so by 

adding lowprice=value to your querystring or form.  

 

Hyperlink example -   
 

<a href="shopquery.asp?cname=shirt&lowprice=10&cprice=50">Displa y Shirts</a>  

 

Form example -   
 

<form method="POST" action="shopquery.asp">  

Name: <input type="text" name="cname" size="30" />  

<input type=òtextò name=òlowpriceò value=ò10ò /> 

<input type=òtextò name=òcpriceò value=ò50ò /> 

<br /><input type="submit" value=" Display" name="Shopquery" />  

</form>  

 

The examples above will return shirts between $10 and $50.  

4.21  Product Filtering  

Product filtering generates a form at the bottom of shopdisplayproducts.asp that allows your 

customers to sort and filter the products displa yed.  

 

xproductfiltering  Setting this to Yes  allows customers to sort and filter the 

products displayed.  

 

 

4.21.1.  Changing Colors and Fonts  

You can change the way the filtering table appears by editing the following section of 

shop$colors.asp  under config folde r.  

 

const productfilteringtable="<table border=""0"" cellspacing=""0"" cellpadding=""3"" 

width=""90%"" align=""center"" style=""border: 1px solid darkblue"">"  

const ProductFilteringRow="<tr style=""background -color:#E5E5E5"">"  

const productfilteringcolumn= "<td width=""33%"" class=""ac""><p><span class='fontbold'>"  

const productfilteringcolumnend="</span></td>"  

4.22  Layout  Manager  

In VP -ASP 7.00, you can easily customize your layout through the Layout Manager.  

 

The layout manager is a new feature in VP -ASP 7.00 t hat allows administrators to manipulate all the 

content on the home page in one single place.  

 

The concept behind the layout manager is to provide a great deal of flexibility for administrators to 

alter the way the home page is displayed.  

 

To start using L ayout Manager, you can follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu go to  Website   

 

2.  Select Layout Manager  from the drop -down  
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Layout Manager can be grouped into four main section:  

4.22.1.  Header Section  

 
 

Header section of the layout manager (see above image) consist of :  

4.22.1.1  Header Logo Container  

 

To change the logo in the top left of your store, please follow steps below. Please note that the logo 

will be changed on every page throughout your store.  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Header Logo Container  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up your logo use the form  
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Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the logo.  

 

Title: Enter the name to be displayed as ALT tag of your logo.  

 

Image: Click ñUpload imageò to upload a file with your logo. Click ñViewò to preview your 

current logo.  

 

Width:  Enter your image width.  

 

Height:  Enter your image height.  

 

Resize Ori. Image:  Setting this to Yes  will resize your original image and reduce the size of the 

file based on the width and height specified. Your hosting need to enable Aspjpeg component to 

work with this feature. If you set to Yes , VP-ASP run the resize once and after resize, the value 

Yes  will be automatically reset to No  as default.  
 

4.  Click Save Ch anges  button to update the logo  

4.22.1.2  Header Top Right Container   

 

Header Top Right Container enables you to setup the following display:  

-  Welcome section (e.g. Hi, Guest ( My Account  |  View Cart  |  Login ))  

-  Minicart section (e.g. Shopping Cart Items: 0   Sub -Total : US$0.00)  

-  Form section (e.g. Currency/Language/Search dropdowns)  

 

 
 

All are located in the top right of your homepage and each section is displayed in vertical sequence.  

 

To setup the Header Top Right Container box of your store, please follow st eps below:  

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Header Top Right Container  and click Edit  
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3.  To set up Header Top Right Container box use the form :  

 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the whole parts of the Welcomeboxsquare.  

Each of the sub section above will be explained below :  

4.22.1.2.1  Welcome Section  

 

In your homepage, the welcome section is located in the top right.  
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To setup the welcome section of your store, please foll ow steps below:  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Header Top Right Container  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up use the ñWelcome Section ò form : 

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will dis play the welcome section.  

Vertical Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the 
last, enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default  value is 01.  

4.22.1.2.2  MiniCart Section  

 

In your homepage, the Minicart section is the one start with e.g. ñShopping Cart Items: 0   Sub -

Total : US$0.00 ò in the top right. 

 

 
 

To setup the mini cart section, please follow steps below:  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Websi te  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Header Top Right Container  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To setup use the ñMiniCart Section ò form : 
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Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the minicart section.  

Vertical Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the 

last, enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 02.  

4.22.1.2.3  Form Section   

 

In your homepa ge, the Form section is the one start with Currency/Language/Search 

dropdowns  in the top right.  

 

 
 

To setup the form section, please follow steps below:  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page,  go to the Header Top Right Container  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To setup use the ñForm Section ò below : 
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Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the form section.  

Vertical Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display  on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the 

last, enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 03.  

Sub sections for Form detailed below:  

4.22.1.2.3.1  Currency Section  
 

 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the currency  section.  

Horizontal Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, 

enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 01 . 

 

4.22.1.2.3.2  Languages Section  
 

 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the language section.  
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Horizontal Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to displ ay the sequence in the last, 

enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 02.  

 

4.22.1.2.3.3  Search Section  

 

 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the search section.  

Horizontal Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to 

display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, 

enter bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 03.  

 

4.22.1.3  Horomenu   

 

This menu will be the shortcut to access the Menu Manager. Using this Horomenu, you can sett ing 

up site navigation menu.  

 

To change the top navigation on your site, please follow these steps :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  To setup use the form below :  

 
 

This screen shows you a list of your current m enu items and allows you to add, edit and delete 

them.  

 

To add a menu item, click the Add Menu Item  button at the top of the page.  

 

To delete a menu item, simply click the Delete  button next to it ï you will be asked ñare you sure 

you want to delete this i temò, to give you a chance to change your mind. 

 

To edit a menu item, click the Edit  button next to it.  

 

Whenever you make a change to your menu, you need to reload it by clicking the Reload Menu  

button. This will re -generate the HTML that makes up your m enu.  
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4.22.1.3.1  Adding and editing menu items  

 

The following form allows you to add and edit menu items on your site.  

 

 
 

Menu Name  This is the display name of the menu item. If you are using multiple 

languages on your site and you want it to translate, you can ente r a 

keyword from the languages table here.  
For example, instead of entering Products as your menu name, use 
langcommonproducts. 
 

URL  You can either select an item from the dropdown list or enter your own 

URL into the box.  

The dropdown box contains common ly used pages and also allows you 

to link to any records you have in the Content table.  

 

Sequence Number  This determines which order this item will appear in the menu.  

 

Open In  You can have menu items open links in the same window or a new 

browser window . 

 

Parent Menu Item  If the menu item you are creating is a sub -menu item, you need to 

select the parent menu item from this list.  

 

Only show in this site  If you are using product matching and want to have a different menu 

for each store you have set up, you can enter the keyword from 

xproductmatch in the shop$config.asp that you want this menu item to 

belong to here.  

Note: You must reload the menu for any changes in this field to take 

effect and you must do so in the shop administration for each differen t 

shop you have set up.  

 

4.22.1.4   Header Sub Container  

 

Header Sub Container enables you to setup the following display:  

i.  Welcome section (e.g. Hi, Guest ( Login ))  

ii.  Minicart section (e.g. Shopping Cart Items: 0   Sub -Total : US$0.00)  

iii.  Form section (e.g. Currency/La nguage/Search dropdowns)  
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All are located underneath the top navigation menu of your homepage and each section is displayed 

in horizontal sequence.  

 

To setup the Header Sub Container box of your store, please follow steps below:  

 

1.  In the top menu  selec t Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Header Sub Container  and click Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Header Sub Container box use the form :  
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Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the whole parts of the Header S ub Container box.  

 

Sub sections for Header Sub Container detailed below:  

 

4.22.1.4.1  Welcome Section  

 

In your homepage, the welcome section is the one start with ñHi, Guest ( Login ) ò located 

underneath the top navigation menu.  

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will dis play the welcome section.  
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Main Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 

on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 
bigger number e.g. 03 . Default v alue is 01.  

4.22.1.4.2  MiniCart Section  

In your homepage, the Minicart section is the one start with e.g. ñShopping Cart Items: 0   Sub -

Total : US$0.00 ò located underneath the top navigation menu. 

 

 
Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the minicart section.  

 

Mai n Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 

on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 02.  

 

4.22.1.4.3  Form Section   

 

In your homepage, the Form section is the one start with Currency/Language/Search dropdowns 

located underneath the top navigation menu.  

 

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the form section.  

 

Main Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, en ter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 
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on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 03.  

4.22.1.4.3.1   Currency Section  
 

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the cur rency section.  

 

Form Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 

on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 01 . 

4.22.1.4.3.2   Languages Section  

 

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the language section.  

 

Form Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 

on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display t he sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 02.  

4.22.1.4.3.3   Search Section  
 

 
 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the search section.  

 

Form Seq No.: This is the horizontal sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display 

on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 03. Default value is 03.  
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4.22.2.   Left Box Section  

 

Left box section of the layout manager (see left image) consist of :  

4.22.2.1  Col. Minicart  

To  setup  the display of the minicart box in the left bar of your site, 

please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m 

the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Minicart  and click 

Edit  

 
3.  To set up Col. Minicart box use the form :  

 

        
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of 

containers you can choose.  

 

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the minicart box.  

 

Label Name : Enter the name to be displayed as ALT tag of your 

logo.  

 

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format 

e.g. 01 (means to display on the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. 

If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter bigger number 
e.g. 12. Default value is 01.  

  

4.22.2.2  Col. Categories  

To  setup the display of the category box in the left bar of your site, please follow  these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Categories  and click Edit  
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3.  To se t up Col. Categories box use the form :  

 
 
Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the category box.  

Label Name : Enter the title for the category box.  

Seq No.: This is t he vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 02.  

 

Show Categories Style? : Setting this t o Yes  to display the list of categories in styled - look, 

with underline and icon for each category name. Set to No will display the categories in plain 

format.  

 

4.22.2.3  Col. Search  

To  setup the display of the search box in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Search  and click Edit  

 
3.  To set up Col. Search box use the form :  

 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the search box.  

Label Name : Enter the title for the search box.  
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Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You canno t enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 03.  

 

Advanced Search Link? : Setting this to Yes  to display the Advanced Search link in the search 

box.  

 

4.22.2.4  Col. Language  

To  setup the display of the language box in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Language  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. Language box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the language box.  

 

Label Name : Enter the title for the language box.  

 

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence nu mber, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 04.  

 

4.22.2.5  Col. Currency  

To  setup the display of the currency box in th e left bar of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Currency  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. Currency box use the form :  
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Main Se lection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the currency box.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title for the currency box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e. g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 05.  

 

Show Flag? : Setting this to Yes  will display the flag of countries.  

 

Show Dropdown for Currency? : Setting this to Yes  will display the dropdowns list of 

currencies.  

 

4.22.2.6  Col. Featured Products  

 

To  setup the display of the featured products box in the left bar of your site, please follow these 

steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , the n Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Featured Products  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. Featured Products box use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the featured products box.  

 

Label Name : Enter the title for the featured products box.  

 

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter wit h e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 06.  

Slide Show?: Setting this to Yes  will display products in a sliding animation.  

 

Search for a Product: If you want to include a product into the fea tured product, please type 

the product name, and result will be displayed so you can click Add to include the product into 

the featured product list.  

You can also remove product from the featured product and change the sequence of the product 

list by clic k the Trash  icon and the Arrow  icon. Remember to click the Save  button each time 

you do changes.  
 

4.22.2.7  Col. Top Sellers  

To  setup the display of the topseller box in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Top Sellers  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. Top Sellers box use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the topseller box.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title for the topseller box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to di splay the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 07.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the number of topseller items to be displayed.  

 

4.22.2.8  Col. Content Links (Information & Links)  

 

To  setup the display of the Information and Links boxes in the left bar of your site, please follow 

these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Content Links  and click Edit  

 
3.  To set up Col. Content Links box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the Information and Links box.  
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Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on  

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 08.  

How many items?: Enter the maximum number of items.  

 

Enter here the Content Category you wish to display: If you w ant to include content from a 

content category into the content page, please type the content category name, and result will 

be displayed so you can click Add  to include the category into content page list.  

You can also remove category from the content pag e by click the Trash  icon. Remember to click 

the Save Changes  button each time you do changes.  
 

4.22.2.9  Col. News Links  

To  setup the display of the news links box in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , t hen Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. News Links  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. News Links box use the form :  

 
 
Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Set ting this to Yes  will display the news box.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title for the news box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the se quence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 09.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of news.  

 

4.22.2.10  Col. Blog Links  

To  setup the display of the blog links box in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the to p menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 
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2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Blog Links  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Col. Blog Links box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers y ou can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the blogs box.  

 

Label Name : Enter the title for the blogs box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. I f you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 10.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of blogs.  

 

4.22.2.11  Col. Free Text  

To  add your own text in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In  the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Free Text and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up your own text use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers y ou can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display your own text.  

 

Label Name : Enter the title for your text section.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 11.  

 

Display with Box:  Setting this to Yes  will display your text in a box.  

 

Display Text : Enter the text description you want to display.  

 

4.22.2.12  Col. Image  

To  ins ert your own image in the left bar of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Col. Image and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up your own image use th e form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the freeimage.  

Alt Tag Name: Enter Alt tag for the image.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with f ormat e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 12. Default value is 01.  

Image: Click ñUpload imageò to upload a file with your logo. Click ñViewò to preview your 

current logo.  

 
Width:  Enter your image width.  

Height:  Enter your image height.  

Link Url: Enter a site url for the image link e.g. http://www.othersite.com  

Resize Ori. Image: Setting this to Yes  will resize your original image and reduce the size of the 

file based on the width and height specified. Your hosting need to enable Aspjpeg component to 

work with this feature. If you set to Yes , VP-ASP run the resize once and after resize, the value 

Yes  will be automatically reset to No  as default.  
 

4.22.2.13  Add B ox  

If you need to add new box, you can use the button in the bottom of the left bar of the 

layout manager.  

 

Once you have clicked the button, it will display a new box with title Empty as you can see in the 
picture below:  
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Click the Edit  link and choose one of the container in the Main Selection to display it in the left bar 

of your site. Simply just follow the guide for each section you want to add that already described in 

the previous chapter.  
 

4.22.3.  Body Section  

Body section enables you to setup the followi ng display:  

i.  Welcome text box e.g. Welcome to my Online Store  

ii.  News Highlights box  

iii.  Blogs Highlights box  

iv.  Latest Products box  

v.  Random Pick Products box  

vi.  Your own text e.g. Attention box  
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All are located underneath the navigation menu of your homepage and each  section is displayed in 

vertical sequence.  

 

4.22.3.1  Body Main Content  

To  setup the display of the content / welcome box in the center  of your site, please follow these 

steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On t he Layout Manager page, go to the Body Main Content  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Body Main Content box use the form :  

 
 
Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the conte nt / welcome box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 06. Default value is 01.  

 

Pa ge ID  : This is the contentid of a content that has been set as homepage. You can also found 

in Website > Page Manager and search for the contentid listed there. The contentid listed as 

homepage in the Page Manager will be automatically display the page ID  in this contentpage 

section.  

Image: This is your content / welcome image. Click ñUpload imageò to upload your logo. Click 

ñViewò to preview your current image. 

Content Header: Enter the title for the content / welcome box.  

Display Text: Enter the details of your content / welcome box.  
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4.22.3.2  Body News Links  

To  setup the display of the news box in the center of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to  the Body News Links  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Body News Links box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the news box.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title  for the news box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 06. Default value is 02.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of news.  

 

4.22.3.3  Body Blog Links  

To  setup the display of the blog box in the center of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Body Blog Links  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Body Blog Links box use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the blogs box.  

 
Label N ame : Enter the title for the blogs box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 06. De fault value is 03.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of blogs.  

 

4.22.3.4  Body New Products  

To  setup the display of the new products box in the center of your site, please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  from the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Body New Products  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Body New Products box use the form :  

 
 
Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the new products box.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title for the new products box.  
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Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the seq uence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 06. Default value is 04.  

 

Random : Setting this to Yes  will randomize the new products.  

 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of new products. This will update the value of 

xNewProductsfrontpagemaxrecords.  

 

Duration (days):  Enter number of days to show all new products that have been added to the 

shopping cart during the defined period. For example, adding 3 will show all products that have 

been added in the last 3 days. This will update the value of xNewProd uctDuration.  

 

4.22.3.5  Body Random Products  

To  setup the display of the random products box in the center of your site, please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to t he Body Random Products  and click Edit  

 
 

3.  To set up Body Random Products box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the random products box.  

 

Label Na me : Enter the title for the random products box.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e. g. 06. Default value is 05.  

 



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 100/340 

How many items?:  Enter the maximum number of random products.  

 

Random Limit Value : If you have a lot of products and the random product display on the 

homepage is slowing down, add a number here to limit the number of products available for 

inclusion in the random products. This will update the value of xrandomproductlimit.  

Enter here the Content Category you wish to display: If you want to include products from 

a category into the random products, please type the category name,  and result will be displayed 

so you can click Add  to include the category into the random list.  

You can also remove a category from the random products by click the Trash  icon. Remember 

to click the Save Changes  button each time you do changes.  

NOTE : If  you want to display all categories, just remove categories from list, it will random all 
products.  

 

4.22.3.6  Body Free Text  

To  add your own text in the center of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Body Free Text  and click Edit  

 
3.  To set up Body Free Text box use the form :  

 
Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will di splay your own text.  

 
Label Name : Enter the title for your text section.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last , enter 

bigger number e.g. 06. Default value is 06.  
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Display with Box:  Setting this to Yes  will display your text in a box.  

 

Display Text : Enter the text description you want to display.  

 

4.22.3.7  Add Box  

If you need to add new box for the center box homepage, you can use the button in the 

bottom of the Body section of the layout manager.  

 

Once you have clicked the button, it will display a new box with title Empty as you can see in the 
picture below:  

 

Click the Edit  link and choose one of the container in the Mai n Selection to display it in the center 

box of your site. Simply just follow the guide for each section you want to add that already 

described in the previous chapter.  

 

4.22.4.  Right box Section  

VP-ASP 7.00 is designed to allow you to manage your homepage that is using 2 column or 3 column 

template.  

 

Currently VP -ASP 7.00 detects the template value by this config ñxtemplateò. The default value is 

default - 2cols  as like you are currently using.  

 

Default -2cols  is a two column template consist of left box and center b ox layout.  

 

If you look into the layout manager which have left box and center box, but not found right box 

section that is because you are using the default template ñDefault -2cols ò. 

 

If you wish to use 3 column template, you will need to download the te mplates from vpasp.com in 

the future. Or the same if you want to use 2 column template but with center box and right box, you 

also need to download the templates from vpasp.com.  

 

Assume in the future you are using 2 column template, with center/body box an d right box, the 

layout manager will automatically display the center boxes and right boxes for you to configure.  

 

The looks of the Right box section in the layout manager is exactly the same as in the left box 

section.  

 

Please refer to chapter the Left B ox Section  on page 85  to start manage the right box section in 

case in the future you are using 2 column (center and right bar) or 3 column (left, center, and right 

bar) layout.  
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4.22.5.  Footer Section  

 

 
 

Footer section of the layout  manager (see above image) consist of :  

4.22.5.1  Footer ABC Product Search Container  

Footer ABC Product Search Container  enables you to setup the alphabets links in the bottom of your 

site.  

 

 
 

To  setup the alphabets links in the bottom of your site, please follow  these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Footer ABC Product Search Container and click 

Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Footer ABC Product Search Container box use the form :  

 
 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the alphabets.  
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Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You can not enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 05. Default value is 01.  

 

4.22.5.2   Footer Free Text Container  

Footer Free Text Container  enables you to add your own  text in the bottom of your site.  You can for 

examp le add the copyright text for your site.  

 

 
 

To  add your own  text in the bottom of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Footer Free Te xt Container and click Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Footer Free Text Container box use the form :  

 

Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display your own text.  

Seq No.: This is the ver tical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 05. Default value is 02.  

 

Display Text : Enter the copyright text you w ant to display.  

 

4.22.5.3  Footer Powered By VPASP Shopping Cart  

Footer Powered By VPASP Shopping Cart  section enables you to setup the ñPowered byò text in the 

bottom of your site.  

 
 

To  setup the ñPowered byò text in the bottom of your site, please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 
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2.  On the Layout Manager page, go to the Footer Powered By VPASP Shopping Cart  and 

click Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Footer Powered By VPASP Shopping Cart  box use the form :  

 

Main  Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the powered by text.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You ca nnot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 05. Default value is 03.  

 

Display Text : Enter the text you want to display in the powered by.  

 

4.22.5.4  Footer Links Container  

Footer Links Container   enables you to s etup the horizontal navigation menu in the bottom of your 

site.  

 
 

To setup  the horizontal navigation menu in the bottom of your site,  please follow these steps 

below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On the Layou t Manager page, go to the Footer Links Container and click Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Footer Links Container use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display the horizo ntal navigation menu in the bottom.  

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bigger number e.g. 05. Defaul t value is 04.  

 

Link Title : Enter the menu you want to add.  

 

Link URL : Enter the full url of the Link Title.  

 

Add Link  : Click this after you have filled in the Link Title and Link URL. This will display the new 

menu in table below the Add Link  button.  

You can also remove menu from horizontal navigation and change the sequence of the horizontal 

menu in the bottom by clicking the Trash  icon and the Arrow  icon. Remember to click the Save  

Changes  button each time you do changes.  

 

4.22.5.5  Footer Image Container  

Footer  Image Container  allows you to insert your own image into the bottom of your homepage.  

To insert your own image into the bottom of your site ,  please follow these steps below :  

 

1.  In the top menu  select Website  , then Layout Manager  fro m the drop -down . 

2.  On t he Layout Manager page, go to the Footer Image Container  and click Edit  

 

 
 

3.  To set up Footer Image Container use the form :  
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Main Selection: This is the dropdowns that provide list of containers you can choose.  

Enable: Setting this to Yes  will display your own image . 

Alt Tag Name: Enter the alt tag for your image . 

Seq No.: This is the vertical sequence number, enter with format e.g. 01 (means to display on 

the first). You cannot enter with e.g. 1. If you want to display the sequence in the last, enter 

bi gger number e.g. 05. Default value is 05.  

Image: Click ñUpload imageò to upload your image . Click ñViewò to preview your current image . 

 

Width:  Enter your image width.  

Height:  Enter your image height.  

Link Url: Enter a site url for the image link e.g. http ://www.othersite.com  

Resize Ori. Image: Setting this to Yes  will resize your original image and reduce the size of the 

file based on the width and height specified. Your hosting need to enable Aspjpeg component to 

work with this feature. If you set to Yes ,  VP-ASP run the resize once and after resize, the value 

Yes  will be automatically reset to No  as default.  

 

4.22.5.6  Add Box  

If you need to add new box for the footer homepage, you can use the button in the 

bottom of the footer bar of the layout manager.  

 

Once you have clicked the button, it will display a new box with title Empty as you can see in the 
picture below:  

 

Click the Edit  link and choose one of the container in the Main Selection to display it in the footer 

bar of your site. Simply just follow the guide for each section you want to add that already described 
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in the previous chapter.   

   

4.23  Checkout Steps Indicator  

You can now enhance your shopping cart site with the checkout steps indicator. This will allow 

customers to indicate that they are on Step x of x when they are in the checkout phase.  

 

 
The screen above showing that a customer is performing View Cart  step which is in the 

shopaddtocart.asp.  

 

You can do this in the Shop Configuration.  

 

XCheckoutIndicator  Setting this to  Yes  will sw itc h on the Checkou t Step Indicator. You 

need to edit the Checkout Steps at table checkoutsteps.  

 

Basically, the checkout steps indicator consist of 5 steps. And they can be edited based on your 

needs.  

If you are setting your site to bypassing shopcreateorder.asp page ( xbyp asscreateorderpage= 

Yes ), then your will need to edit table checkoutsteps to make it only 4 steps.  

 

To edit table checkoutsteps, go to Misc > Edit Tables , Select ñcheckoutsteps ò in the dropdowns, 
and click Edit Table.  



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 108/340 

 

Stepseqno: Step number.  

Stepdesc : Description of the checkout step . 

Stepfile : Filename that is used in a checkout step . 

Stepimage: Image that is used in a checkout step.  

 
You can upload an image for each step of the check out process.  

If you set xbypasscreateorderpage= Yes in your site, the default checkout steps need to be modified 

to have only 4 steps. You need to delete the stepfile contains ñshopcreateorder.aspò and also edit 

the numbering of stepfile contains ñshopcheckout.aspò to have stepseqno 3, and edit stepfile 

contains ñshopthanks.aspò to have stepseqno 4. 

Below is the preview of table checkoutsteps if shopcreateorder.asp is bypassed:  

 
 

If you have installed any of the hosted payment gateway for example your site is using AuthorizeNet 

payment gateway, or any other that comes from V PASP add -on modules and have their own 

checkout page e.g. anaimshopcheckout.asp. Then you can also edit the table checkoutsteps to 
reflect the correct steps and stepfile in your site when using the payment gateway.  

And the n you will have to insert  this cod e in your hosted payment gateway file  :  

<! -- #include file="shopcheckoutindicator.asp" -- >  
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4.24  Customer Information Page  

If you wish to edit design for the customer information page (shopcustomer.asp), you can simply 

edit the form from the file shopcustomerformd esign.asp .  

 

VP-ASP 7.00 separates the design and coding in the customer information (shopcustomer.asp) to 

make it easy for merchant to modify the design by simply editing the file 
shopcustomerformdesign.asp .  
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5  Integrating VP - ASP into your existing site  

If you already have a website set up, you can easily interface with VP -ASP. VP-ASP is designed not 

only as a shopping cart but also as an extremely powerful web site generator.  

 

What can VP - ASP do automatically?  

 

¶ Display your products and categories with ima ges and descriptions  

¶ Product searches  

¶ Take customer details using a form  

¶ Take payment details  

¶ Create end of order invoice  

¶ Send emails to both the customer and merchant  

¶ Hundreds of other merchant related facilities, including reports.  

¶ Direct links to VP-ASP facilities and links back to your handmade pages.  

5.1  Displaying Categories  

By just including a simple link anywhere in your  existing web site  to the VP -ASP page 

shopdisplaycategories.asp  your customers are taken to a page w here they can access all of the 

shopping facilities with automatic product displays . 

 
<a href="shopdisplaycategories.asp"> Go to my shop! </a>  

5.2  Add To Cart  

The second method of integrating VP -ASP into  your existing web site is slightly mor e complex , but 

very powerful.   

 

You can add a specific hyperlink anywhere in your existing web site to the VP -ASP page  

shopaddtocart.asp .  

 

This will add  one specific product to the cart from anywhere in your  existing web site .  

 

Two pieces of information a re required to be passed along with this link, as shown below.  

 

1.  Catalogid ï The ID of the product in your VP -ASP database. You can find out what this is by 

locating the product in your VP -ASP administration and noting down the ID.  

2.  Quantity ï This just need s to be the quantity of this particular item you want to have added 

to the cart when the customer clicks this link.  

 

An example of a link in this format that you can include in your website is shown below.  

 
<a href="shopaddtocart.asp?catalogid=1&quantity=1 ">Order  this product </a>  

5.3  Displaying Products for a category  

To include a link to a page that will display all of the prioducts in a particular category  or sub -

category , you can use a hyperlink as below.  You just n eed to include the ID of the category from 

your VP -ASP database.  

  
<a href="shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=2">Display Travel Products</a>  
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5.4  Displaying Products  

To display a specific product use  a hyperlink as below. You just need to include the ID of the product  

from the VP -ASP database.  

 
<a href="shopquery.asp?catalogid=1"> View Product #1 </a>  

 

If you have a paid version of VP -ASP, you can include a URL such as the following to go directly to 

the extended product display.  
 

<a href="shopexd.asp?id=1">View Product #1</a>  

5.5  Add a Product to the cart without it being in the VP - ASP database  

Using the file shopaddtocartnodb.asp, it is possible to add an item to the cart without it being in the 

VP-ASP database.  

 

You just need to pass some inf ormation along with the link ï this information can be passed as part 

of the URL or as a form.  

 

Required Fields  

Productname  Product name to appear in the cart  

Price  Price  

 

 

Optional fields  

Quantity  Quantity of item that should be added to cart  

Catalogid  An ID of the Product from the VP -ASP database  

Category  An ID of the Category that this product belongs 

to from the VP -ASP database  

Returnurl  A URL that you want the customer returned to 

once the item has been added to their cart. If 

this is not specifi ed, the cart is displayed.  

Weight  Weight of product  

 

Hyperlink Examples  
<a href="shopaddtocartnodb.asp?Productname= Book&price=10.00">Add to cart</a>  

 

<a 

href="shopaddtocartnodb.asp?Productname= DVD&price=3.95 &quantity=2&returnurl=mypage.ht

ml">Add to cart< /a>  

 

Form Example  
<form method="POST" action=òshopaddtocartnodb.aspò> 

<input type=òhiddenò name=òProductnameò value=òBookò / > 

<input type=òhiddenò name=òpriceò value=ò10.00ò / > 

<input type=òsubmitò value=òAdd to cartò / > 

</form>  

5.6  Sample Login Form  

The HTML below allows you to add a  login from any of your own pages. The ñreturnurlò is designed 

to tell VP -ASP which page to go to after a successful login. If unsuccessful the default login page 

shopcustadminlogin.asp  is displayed.  

 
<form action="shoplogin.asp" m ethod="post">  

<input type="hidden" name="returnurl" value="shopdisplaycategories.asp"  / > 

<input type="text" name="strlastname"  / > 
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<input type="text" name="stremail"  / > 

<input type="submit" value="Login"  / > 

</form>  
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6  Administration  

VP-ASP 7 .00 comes with newly fresh administration layout and we have modernised interface design 

to look like Vista.  

 

The VP -ASP administration allows you to view orders, change the way things appear on your site, 

update and add product information and categories,  add and delete users and much more!  

 

Some of the things you can do in the administration are:  

 

¶ Add, delete and modify products  

¶ Add, delete and modify any other VP -ASP table  

¶ Define administrator userids  

¶ Define menus and tasks for each administrator  

¶ Restric t administrators to viewing or updating specific tables  

¶ Display sales reports  

¶ Display stock low reports  

¶ Perform searches of the database  

¶ Export data from tables  

¶ Mail to selected customers  

¶ Configure most of VP -ASP options  

¶ Send messages to customers via orde r tracking  

¶ Create Invoice s for special payments  

¶ Display affiliate reports  

¶ Display customer reports and details  

¶ Manage your contents, blogs, and news  

¶ Group your customers  

¶ Configure google sitemap for you store  

¶ Modify  templates and CSS using in your shop  

¶ Perfom phone order  

¶ Define your own sql query  

6.1  Accessing the administration  

You can login to your administration by opening a browser and entering the location where you have 

installed VP -ASP followed by the admin page name you have setup in installation ï eg. 

http://www. vpasp .com/ vpasp / myadmin .asp or http://localhost/vpasp/  myadmin .asp  

 

Security Note: One of the first things you should do is delete  shopadmin.asp after you have 

finished the installation . See page 327  for more inform ation on VP -ASP security.  
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When the first time you have finished your installation, VP-ASP writes the login information in the 

database:  

 

Username  Password  Access  

youradminusername  youradminpassword  Full administrator  

While the second admin password i s stored in the file shop$config.asp under ñconfigò folder and 

ñadmin/configò folder. The variable ñconst SecondPasswordò will be used to store your admin second 

password.  

 

You can add new users to the database and set their privileges in the administratio n.  

6.2  Adding administration users  

You can add and edit administration users through the administration section Advanced Settings  > 

Admin User Management . 

 

 
 

If you want to edit an existing user, you need to click on the Edit button next to their name in the  

top panel of the page. You can also delete them by clicking the delete checkbox, then the Delete 

button.  

 

To add a new user, you can use the form at the bottom of the page.  

 
 

You need to enter a username and password in the two boxes provided, then you c an select which 

menu items and tables the administrator is allowed to see.  

 

If you want the user to only be able to edit records that they have created themselves, then set 

them to be a RESTRICTED user.  

6.3  Adding/Editing Shortcuts for Administration Users  

 

You can edit the shortcuts that appear in the left hand column of the 

administration on a user -by -user basis by clicking Add Shortcuts . 

 

If you wish to change the name of the menu, please go to : Advanced Settings  

> Admin Navigation & Buttons.  
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To edit the shortcuts for a user, click the Edit button next to their name. This will bring up a list of 

the available menu items, from which you can select which ones they should see as shortcuts. When 

you are done choosing which items they should see, click the Cont inue button at the bottom of the 

page.  

 

6.4  Administration Menus  

When you login to the administration, you will see a series of menus across the top of the page. It 

depends what your user has been given access to as to which menu items you will see.  

 
If you w ant to add or delete menu items from the administration, you can do so by going to 

Advanced Settings  » Admin Navigation & Buttons . 

 

From this page you can delete, edit and add new menu items.  

 

The menu navigation level in the shop administration enable you  to setup level 1, level 2, and level 

3 menu.  

 

Level 1 menu will be the main navigation menu in the top :  

 
 

Level 2 menu will be the dropdowns list of the main menu :  

 
 

Level 3 menu will be the sub menus appear after we clicked one of the menu in the lev el 2:  

 
 

The image above showing the sub menus after admin clicked the Products sub menu.  

To add a new menu, scroll down to the bottom where you will find the Add New Menu form which 

looks like:  

 
 

If you want t o edit a menu, click Edit icon of the menu.  
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Menu Name: This is the display name for the level # menu item.  

Filename: This is the file the menu item will link to.  

Display Name : This is the name that menu item will be displaying.  

Order Seq. : The order sequence for the level #  menu item.  

Level 1 Menu : This is the dro pdown s for level 1 men u.  

 

Level 2 Menu: This is the dropdown s for level 2 men u.  

 
The default  level 1  and level 2  menus hierarchy are:  

Store  Customers  Discount/  

Coupon 
Manager  

Website  Modules  Misc  Advanced 

Settings  

Products  View/Edit 

Customers  

Quantity 

Discount  

Menu 

Manager  

Affiliate 

Manager  

Query & 

Export  

Software 

Configuratio
n 

Categories  Customer 

Groups  

Coupons  Layout  

Manager  

SEO Static 

HTML 
Generator  

Bulk Import  Admin 

Navigation & 
Buttons  

Orders  Customers 

Orders  

Customer 

Discounts  

Page 

Manager  

Recurring 

Billing  

Bulk Update  Admin User 

Management  

Reports    Blog 

Manager  

Invoice 

Manager  

Edit Tables  International  

Drop 

Shipper/  
Suppliers  

  News 

Manager  

Gift Registry  Export 

Tables  

Shipping & 

Handling  

   Template/  

CSS 

Manager  

Customer 

Loya lty 

Points  

  

    Pin Number 

Delivery  
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    Gift 

Certificates  

  

    Phone / Mail 

Order 

System  

  

    Google Add -
Ons 

  

    Payment 

Gateways  

  

If you wish to add a new dropdown menu, instead of typing in one of the names above, type in your 

new name (eg.  "mymenu" -  without quotes) and it will automatically be added to the menu at the 

top.  

You are able to assign image to Level 2 and Level 3 Menu, and it is not a "required" field.  

To add an image for your new menu, go to shopa_menu_control.asp and click Ed it  for the menu you 

have just created.  In the ñfldimageò field, enter the image file name e.g. edit_testmenu.gif and 
upload the image to the folder ñadmin/images/iconsò. 

fldOrder : This is the order this menu item will appear in the sub section.  

Once you ha ve added your menu, you need to add it to your userôs logins so that they are 

authorized to see it (see page 114  for more information).  

6.5  Configuration  

One of the most important parts of VP -ASP is the Shop Configuration. You can  think of the shop 

configuration as a set of switches that turn on or off various aspects of your store such as taxes, 

discounts, shipping.  

 

There are literally hundreds of Shop Configuration settings, which makes VP -ASP very flexible. A 

setting can be ei ther a Yes/No option, a text value such as the merchant email address or it can be a 

selection such as the credit card types that you allow customers to pay with.  

 

Using the Merchant login, the Shop Configuration is controlled by you using your browser.  

 

Each of the settings has a name like xincludestates  or xshippingform. While these may sound 

cryptic, throughout this manual you will find information on what many of these settings do ï there  

 

Shop configuration consists of two menus in the top :  

1. Cart  Set -Up 
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2. Settings  

 
 

The quickest way to locate a specific Shop Configuration option is to use the search box at the top 

right of the Shop Configuration page. In the search box, you can simply type in the whole name 

such as xnavigateminicart or  a par tial name -  mini .  

 

When you have found the configuration option you want to change, you simply change the value 

and click Continue at the bottom of the page.  

 

The Reload Shop Configuration link at the top of the configuration page loads any changes you hav e 

made into your serverôs memory. If you donôt want to have to click this link everytime you change 

something, you can set the following configuration option.  

 

xautoloadconfiguration  Setting this to Yes  eliminates the need to ñReload Shop 

Configurationò after each change. It is done automatically for 

you.  

Note: If you have more than one copy of VP -ASP installed on your computer, you need to ensure 

they all have a different value in the xshopid  field of the shop$config.asp file  under ñconfigò and 

ñadmin/configò  folder. This ensures that the configuration settings for each installation remain 

separate.  
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6.6  Mailing  

Email is an important feature of the VP -ASP Shopping Cart. Mailing occurs in all of the places below 

but can be configured on/off for each one:  

 

¶ Mail to merchant on order completion  

¶ Mail to customer on order completion  

¶ Mail to others (mailing list) on order completion  

¶ Mail to suppliers on order completion  

¶ Mail on customer buying a gift certificate  

¶ Mail to Tell a friend  

¶ Mail on order tracking messa ge to merchant  

¶ Mail to merchant on RMA request  

¶ Bulk mailing by merchant  

¶ Mail to merchant on new customer registration  

¶ Mail to merchant on new product review  

¶ Mail to customer on order tracking message by merchant  

¶ Mail to merchant on new gift registry c reation  

¶ Mail to merchant on affiliate registration  

¶ Mail to affiliate on registration  

¶ When a gift certificate is purchased  

¶ When a customer reviews a product  

6.6.1.  Configuring Email  

VP-ASP does not write directly to your mail server, it needs an interface. The most common mailing 

components are all supported by VP -ASP -  CDOSYS, CDONTs, ASPMAIL, ASPEMAIL and JMAIL.  

 

ASPMAIL, JMAIL and ASPEMAIL are all third party products.  

CDONTS is a free Microsoft add -on for Windows NT/2000  

CDOSYS is a free Microsoft add -on for  Windows XP/2003  

 

In order for VP -ASP to be able to send e -mail one of those software components must installed be 

on your server.  

 

You also need to tell VP -ASP a few basic things about your email setup for it to be able to send 

email. You can do this in the Shop Configuration.  

 

xemail  Enter your main email address here ï this is the address that all mail to 

the merchant will be sent to and all customer emails will be sent from.  

xemailname  This is the name that the email is sent from. In email clients , your 

emails will appear from, for example, ñMerchant Name 

merchant@ vpasp .comò, which is equivalent to ñxemailname <xemail>ò. 

Xemailsubject  This is the subject line of your end of order invoices.  

Xemailsystem  This is the name of the mail service on your  ISP ï you willl need to ask 

your ISP or webhost what this is.  

 

It normally will start with ñmail.ò or ñsmtp.ò. 

xemailtype  The email component to use, as described above. You will need to ask 

your host which component you have installed.  

6.6.2.  Testing E mail  

VP-ASP included a diagnostic tool to help you determine whether your email setup is correct and 

which components are installed on your system. It will send a one - line message to the email 

address in xemail if it works.  
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You simply need to open your web br owser and go to your site then add ñdiag_dbtest.aspò to the 

end of the address.  

 

For example: http://www. vpasp .com/ vpasp /diag_dbtest.asp or 

http://localhost/vpasp/diag_dbtest.asp.  

6.6.3.  Email Problems  

If you are not receiving email from your VP -ASP store, the m ost common problems are related to 

incorrect settings in the shop configuration.  

 

1.  Test your email settings using our diagnostic tool, which is described in the section above 

(ñTesting Emailò). If it says that the email has been sent, but you still donôt receive it, it 

means that VP -ASP has sent the email to the server without an error but it is getting lost 

after that. You will need to ask your host why you wouldnôt be receiving this email. 

 

2.  You have the wrong xemailsystem set in your shop configuration. Do uble check with your ISP 

what this should be set to  

 

3.  You have the wrong xemailtype set in your shop configuration. Double check with your host 

what this should be set to.  

 

Some hosts block emails that they think do not originate in their domain. In some ca ses, VP -ASP 

sends email where the sender is set to be the customer rather than you ï such as in the Tell A 

Friend page. To force all emails to come from your merchant email address, set the following option 

in your shop configuration.  

 

Xmailfrommerchant  Setting this to Yes forces all emails to have a return address of the 

merchant.  

6.6.3.1  Configuring CDOSYS to use SMTP Authentication  

If you are using the CDOSYS mailing component and your host requires authentication to send email 

from your site, you can set this  up easily by adding your username and password into the following 

variables in your shop$config.asp file.  

 

Xmailusername  

(shop$config.asp)  

Your CDOSYS username.  

Xmailpassword  

(shop$config.asp)  

Your CDOSYS password.  

6.6.4.  Order Completion Emails  

By default VP -ASP will automatically e -mail both the merchant and the customer when an order has 

been completed. These emails contain extensive details about the order including prices, name and 

address and products ordered  (VP-ASP does not include credit card informati on in these emails for 

security reasons ) .  

 

You can turn one or both of these emails off using the shop configuration.  

 

Xemailcustomer  Setting this to Yes means VP -ASP will send your customer a 

confirmation email when they submit an order.  

Xemailmerchant  Setting this to Yes means VP -ASP will send the merchant a 

confirmation email  when a customer submits an order.  

 

VP-ASP can send both HTML formatted email and plain text email.  
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To specify whether to send HTML or text emails from your site, you need to set  the following option 

in your shop configuration.  

 

Xemailformat  Setting this to HTML means VP -ASP will HTML emails. Setting this 

to Text means VP -ASP will send text emails.  

 

If you want to send your emails using templates that you have customized, you nee d to set the 

following  in your shop configuration.  

 

Xemailwithtemplates  Setting this to Yes tells VP -ASP to send emails using templates, which 

you can customize. Setting this to No  means VP -ASP will send emails 

using the default code.  

Xmerchantemail  The filename of the template to use as the merchant email. Default is 

tmp_merchantemail.txt .  

Xcustomer email  The filename of the template to use as the customer email. Default is 

tmp_customeremail.txt .  

6.6.4.1  Send email to multiple people  

If you want to have the ord er confirmation email sent to people other than yourself and the 

customer, you can do so by using VP -ASPôs mail list feature, which is described on page 310 . 

6.6.4.2  Bulk Mailing Using Templates  

Bulk mailing can be done based on the c ustomers, orders, affiliates and invoice s tables. After 

logging into your VP -ASP administration, you need to go to the table view for the table you want to 

send email from and click the Mail Setup link.  

 

 
 

The form below will appear to allow you to speci fy how and what you are mailing.  

 

 
 

Email  The email address you want the email to come from. Generally this will 

be your email address.  

Name  This is from name to appear in the email.  

Subject  This is the subject for your email.  

Type  This is the e -mail interface to use. It is defaulted to the one defined in 
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your shopping configuration and is not normally changed.  

Email format  If you are sending a file that is in HTML format, change this to HTML, 

otherwise leave as text.  

Table name  E-mail can only be d one from selected VP -ASP tables: customers, orders, 

affiliates and projects.  

File name  If you leave this blank, you must type in or paste the message in the box 

below. If it is filled in, then this file is read as the message to be sent.  

Merge with 

datab ase  

If this is set to Yes ,  then the email will be sent using a template, which 

should be specified in the filename field. Database fields are merged with 

the template to create a customer specific message.  

Attachment  A file to be attached to the email. Th is cannot be a URL ï it must be a 

disk address such as e: \ mystuff \ abc.txt.  

 

When you have entered all of your details into this form click Continue. You can then tick the boxes 

next to the records you wish to email, then click the Mail Selected Records bu tton at the bottom of 

the page.  

 

If you want to email all records in the table, click the Mail All Records button.  

6.7  About your company  

You can add information about your company, such as the name, address and contact details in the 

shop configuration by goi ng to Advanced Settings  > Software Configuration > Business Details 

 
The information on this page will appear in your order confirmation and contact pages.  

Your company information also appears in Google map in if you set  the xGoogleMap  to Yes .  

6.8  Adding/Edi ting Records  

If your user has the correct access to a table, then it can be edited in the VP -ASP administration by 

going to Misc > Edit Tables. This page will display a list of tables that you are permitted to view and 

edit.  

6.9  Listing all records in  a table  

The following is the standard page that lists the records in the table you have selected to view. From 

this menu you can:  

 

¶ Sort records  

¶ Select fields to display  

¶ Locate a specific record  

¶ Send email  
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¶ Export records  

¶ Delete records  

¶ Edit records  

¶ Add a record  

6.9.1.1  Sim ple Searching & Filtering  

 
This simple search allows you to enter one search term and look for it in one database field.  

 

1.  Select which field you want to search from the first dropdown  

2.  Select how you want the search to be done ï 

a.  Equals  means the database f ield must match your text exactly  

b.  Contains means  the database field must contain your text anywhere  

c.  Starts with means the database field must begin with your text  

3.  Enter your search term  

4.  Click Display  

 

You can also select how many results you want to displa y on the page.  

 

Note:  Selecting 100 records will slow down the display of this page.  

6.9.1.2  Advanced Searching & Filtering  

 
There are several key elements to the Advanced Search.  

 

First of all, you can select fields to search, in much the same way as the simple  search, but you can 

specify how several of these searches link together by using the AND, OR and NOT buttons below 

each criteria section.  

 

The Display box allows you to select which fields from the database you want to display in the list. 

To select mult iple items from the list, hold down the Ctrl button on your keyboard and use your 

mouse to select each value.  

 

The Query box allows you to type in your own SQL query to select data from the table.  
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The Load Query button allows you see a list of SQL query  to be loaded in the Query box.  

If you click the Load Query button, then a list of SQL statements in a dropdowns will be displayed. 

You will just click one of the SQL statement to be loaded.  

 

Once you have entered in your search terms, click the Display b utton to see your results.  

 

Again, you can also select how many results you want to display on the page.  

 

Note:  Selecting 100 records will slow down the display of this page.  

6.9.1.3  Control Bar  

 
The control bar allows you to select advanced functions to run on t he records in the table you have 

selected.  

 

Mail Setup loads the mailing function (see page 120 ).  

 

Export Setup loads the exporting function (see page  130 ).  

 

Delete Mode allows you to delete recor ds from the table.  

Depending on the mode you have selected, you will have a different special function available to 

you, but they all work in the same manner.  

 

Select all of the records that you wish to complete the special function on using the checkboxe s at 

the right of the records and then click the Selected Records button at the top or bottom of the 

screen. This button will change its title depending on the mode you are in (eg. if you are in Export 

mode, it will say "Export Selected Records").  

 

If you  want to perform the function on all of the records currently shown on the screen, click the 

checkbox in the header column of the table. This will select all of the records on the screen. Then 

click the Selected Records button (this button also changes lab els based on the function available to 

you).  

 

If you wish to perform the function on all records in the table (even if they aren't shown on this 

page), click the All Records button (again, this button will change its label based on the function 
available to you).  

6.9.1.4  Sorting  

To sort the data on the screen, simply click the column heading of the field you wish to sort by. If 

you want to reverse the sort order, click on the heading a second time.  

6.9.1.5  Adding Records  

To add a record, simply click the Add A Record li nk at the top left of the screen and you will be taken 

to the add record page.  

6.9.1.6  Editing Records  

To edit a record, click the Edit icon to the right of the records row and you will be taken to the edit 

record page.  

6.10  Reports  

The VP -ASP administration offers ma ny reports that allow you to quickly review how certain areas of 

your store are running.  
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Customer Orders  (Customers > Customer Orders)  

This report provides you with information on the number of orders and the total spent for each of 

your customers. See pa ge 221  for more information.  

 

Sales Reports  (Store > Reports > Sales  Reports )  

The sales report provides you with the total number of orders and the amount ordered in your shop 

over a specified time period. See page 190  for more information.  

 

Search Term Report  (Store > Reports >  Search  Term Report )  

This report provides you with a list of terms customers have searched for in your store. See page 70  

for more information.  

 

Stock Report  (Store > Reports > Stock  Report )  

This report provides you with a list of all products that have a stock level less than the level 

specifed. See page 167  for more information.  

 

Product Report  (Store  > Reports  > P roduct  Report )  

This report shows you which products have been sold in your shop and how times, and the total 

amount paid for the product. This report also doubles as a supplier report. See page 56  for more 

information.  

 

Affili ate Links  (Modules > Affiliate Manager > Affiliate Links  Report )  

This report shows you how many people have visited your site via each affiliate over a specified time 

period. See page 277  for more information.  

 

Order Report  (Modules > Affiliate Manager > Affiliate Order Report)  

This report provides you with a complete list of all affiliates. From there you can get individual order 

or link reports. See page 278  for more information.  

 

Orders for Affili ate  (Modules > Affiliate Manager  > Affiliate  Product Report )  

This report shows you the orders made to an affiliate over a specific time period. See page 279  for 

more information.  

 

VP-ASP 7 .00  enhanced some repor t s by displayin g 2D/3D charts with various types such as :  

-  Column 2D  

-  Line 2D  

-  Pie 3D  

-  Area 2D  

 

The charts are displayed with different colors to make different of the result in days/months/years.  

 

VPASP 700 enable you can change the display of the chart from  Configu ration.  

Below is the list of the Chart configuration to enhance the look of the chart s in your reports:  

 

xChart2DBarColor01  Color value for the 2D Bar 01.  

xChart2DBarColor02  Color value for the 2D Bar 02.  

xChart2DBarColor03    Color value for the 2D Bar  03.  

xChart2DBarColor04   Color value for the 2D Bar 04.  

xChart2DBarColor05  Color value for the 2D Bar 05.  

xChart2DBarColor06  Color value for the 2D Bar 06.  

xChart2DBarColor07  Color value for the 2D Bar 07.  

xChart2DBarColor08  Color value for the 2D Bar 08.  

xChart2DBarColor09  Color value for the 2D Bar 09.  

xChart2DBarColor10  Color value for the 2D Bar 10.  
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xChart2DBarColor11  Color value for the 2D Bar 11.  

xChart2DBarColor12  Color value for the 2D Bar 12.  

xChartAlternateHGridCol

or  

Color of the al ternate horizontal grid bands.  

xChartAlternateHGridCol

orAlpha  

NumericalValue0 -100 : Alpha (transparency) of the alternate 

horizontal grid bands.  

xChartBgColor  This attribute sets the background color for the chart. You can set any 

hex color code as the v alue of this attribute. Remember that you DO 

NOT need to assign a "#" at the beginning of the hex color code. In 

fact, whenever you need to provide any hex color code in 

FusionCharts XML data document, you do not have to assign the # at 

the beginning.  

xC hartBgColorAlpha  NumericalValue(0 -100) : This attribute helps you set the alpha 

(transparency) of the graph.  

xChartCanvasBgColor  This attribute helps you set the background color of the canvas.  

xChartcanvasBgColorAlp

ha  

NumericalValue(0 -100) : This attrib ute helps you set the alpha 

(transparency) of the canvas.  

xchartCanvasBorderColor  This attribute helps you set the border color of the canvas.  

xChartCanvasThickness  NumericalValue(0 -100) : This attribute helps you set the border 

thickness (in pixels) of  the canvas.  

xChartDivLineColor  The color of grid divisional line.  

xChartDivLineColorAlpha  NumericalValue0 -100 : Alpha (transparency) of the grid divisional line.  

xChartDivLineThickness  NumericalValue(0 -100) : This attribute helps you set the grid 

divi sional line thickness (in pixels).  

xChartFormatNumberSca

le  

Configuration whether to add K (thousands) and M (millions) to a 

number after truncating and rounding it -  e.g., if formatNumberScale 

is set to 1, 10434 would become 1.04K (with decimalPrecision s et to 2 

places). Same with numbers in millions -  a M will added at the end.  

 

6.11  Bulk Update  

If you need to make changes to a lot of records, the bulk updater will help you save time, as you 

can update multiple records from the one screen rather than having t o go into each one separately.  

You can access the Bulk Updater via Misc > Bulk Update. You then need to select the table you wish 

to update and click the View button.  

 

By default, the first six fields in the record will be displayed, but if you want to ed it a specific field, 

you can do so by switching into Advanced mode (the link at the top right of the page).  
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In advanced mode, there is a list box called Display, which allows you to select the fields you want 

shown on the page. Hold down the CTRL key and  multi select field names using your mouse.  

You can also filter your records using our advancd search filter system by inserting in the search 

fields what criteria you wish to have returned.  

Once you have selected the fields you wish to update click Displ ay.  

 

NOTE: By default you can only select 5 fields  at a time . By changing the following shop 

configuration option, you can extend this to whatever number you need.  

Xbulkupdatefields  The number of fields allowed to be displayed on the bulk update page at 

one time. Default is 5 .  

 

Update your data and click Update Record.  
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6.12  Importing Data  

VP-ASP can import data into any table from a flat text file with almost any delimiter. This feature is 

generally used for importing products.  

 

Note: Records can be added or updated but they cannot be deleted with this import facility.  

 

Before you can import a file to your VP -ASP database you must upload it to your server. You can 

either do this with FTP, or you can use the upload form at the top of the Bulk Import page in VP-

ASP. 

 
To upload your file, simply click the Browse button and locate it on your computer. Then enter the 

name of a write -enabled directory on your server to upload it to (you may need to contact your host 

and ask which directory you can upload to, or t o have them set write permissions on the 

admin \ import  folder). When you have done this, click the Upload button.  

 
 

The bottom form on the Bulk Import page is where you specify the details of the import. If you have 

used the Upload facility above, some of these fields will be automatically filled out.  

 

filename  The name of the file to be imported. It can be a full disk address or relative 

address.  For example -  products.txt  or  c: \ imports \ mydata.txt  

Table  The table you want to import the data  into . 

Match F ield  The field to match the data from the import file to the database to determine 

whether a record should be added or updated  

Delimiter  This is the character that separates each field. Normally it is a comma (,), a 

semicolon (;) or a tab.  

Display  Settin g this to Yes  displays a message on screen as each record is imported. 

Setting this to No  displays only a summary after the import has been done  

6.12.1.1  Import file structure and delimiters  

The following is a sample of category import data  

 
"categoryid";"catdescr iption";"highercategoryid";"hassubcategory";"cathide";  

1;"Toys";"vpdemo_ travel.jpg";0;"Yes";0  

1;" Travel Packages ";"vpdemo_toys.jpg";0;"Yes";0  

1;" Stationery";"vpdemo_stationery.jpg";0;"Yes";0  
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The first line contains the field names (you need to ensure  these match the names of the fields in 

the VP -ASP database). The remaining lines are the data -  character strings are enclosed in double 

quotes and fields are separated by semi -colon(;).  

 

You can use virtually any delimiter you like, such as a comma (,),  tilde (~) or a tab.  

 

If using a tab, you need to specify the delimiter as ñTABò (no quotes) in the delimiter field of the 

bulk import setup form.  

6.12.1.2  Convertproducts.asp  

After you import products, the convertproducts.asp script reads through the products tabl e and 

synchronizes the links between categories and products in the prodcategories table.  

 

To overcome time limitations on very large databases, you can specify ranges of product catalogids, 

and convert chunks of the database at a time.  

 

 

The normal VP -ASP product 

record only holds a 

categoryid and possibly a 

subcategory id. If you have 

products in multiple 

subcategories, you can 

create a list of these in the 

level3 field ï for example 

5,6,99,5 .  

 

Convertproducts.asp will then use this to update the prodc ategories table and link that product to 

the categories listed in the level3 field.  

 

Note: If you  are using the level3 field for something else, you can change the field being used by 

editing convertproducts.asp and changing the following line to have a di fferent field name.  

 
const subcatfield="level3"  

6.13  Exporting Data  

You can export the entire contents of any table, or only a select number of fields, with the Export 

Data function. VP -ASP will create a text or CSV file on your server that you can then downloa d and 
use with accounting applications, Microsoft Excel and others.  

You can access the export feature via Misc > Export  Tables . You then need to select the table you 

wish to update and click the View button.  

 

Then you need to set up the export.  
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Filename  The name of the file to be exported. For example -  products.txt  

Directory  The name of the directory to save the exported file into. This directory must have 

WRITE permissions enabled.  If you leave it blank, then VPASP will store  in the 

admin  folder.  

Del imiter  This is the character that separates each field. Normally it is a comma (,), a 

semicolon (;) or a tab.  

Header 

Required  

Setting this to Yes  means VP -ASP will write a row at the start of the file with the 

fieldnames in it.  

Click th e Continue button and you will be taken to the standard record display page.  

If you want to only export selected fields, switch to Advanced mode using the link at the top right of 

the page and select the fields from the Display  list . To select multiple fields, h old down the  CTRL 
key and us e your mouse to select the fields.   

You can also filter your records using our advanc ed search filter system by inserting in the search 

fields what criteria you wish to have returned.  

Once you have selected the fields you wish to export cli ck Display.  

You can now either click the Export All Records button, which will export all records in the table to a 

text file , or select each product to be exported individually and click the Export Selected Records  
button .  

A confirmation page will provid e a link to the file created.  

 

NOTE  : If you want to export Categories table, make sure you firstly set 

ñxAdminProCategoryTreeView ò to No . So you can select the category records when trying to 

export the Categories table.  

6.14  Shop Statistics  

In your shop admin istration, there is a small panel in the left hand menu that displays basic shop 

statistics. This allows you to see your sales totals at a glance.  

 

The Shop Statistics are viewable to administrators with SUPER priveledges and can be switched on 

or off by changing the following shop configuration value.  

Xshowstatistics  Setting this to Yes  will show store sales statistics to SUPER users in the left admin 
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column.  

By default, the shop statistics display details for all "Processed" orders that have matched the  

"xendofordervalidpayments" setting . 

To remove these restrictions, you will need to edit the shopheaders.asp file  in the admin  folder . 

There are three functions in this file that need to be modified:  

¶ Sub GetTodaysTotal  

¶ Sub GetMonthsTotal  

¶ Sub GetYearsTotal  

To remove the restriction that only statistics for processed orders are displayed, comment out (by 

adding the single quote in front of each line) the following lines from each of the three sub routines:  

 
' --- ONLY SHOW PROCESSED ORDERS--------------------- ---------------------------------  

'only show processed orders. Comment out these line to show all orders  

'if instr(ucase(xdatabasetype), "MYSQL") > 0 or instr(ucase(xdatabasetype),  

"SQLSERVER") > 0 then  

'  sql = sql & " AND oprocessed = 1"  

'else  

'  sql = sql  & " AND oprocessed = TRUE"  

'end if  

' --- END SHOW PROCESSED ORDERS--------------------------------------------------------  

To remove the restriction that only statistics for orders that have matched the  

xendofordervalidpayments setting are displayed, comme nt out (by adding the single quotes in front 

of each line) the following lines from each of the three sub routines:  

 
' --- ONLY SHOW ORDERS MATCHING END OF ORDER VALID PAYMENTS----------------------  

'Comment out the lines below to show all orders  

'dim validp ayments, types  

'if instr(Getconfig("xendofordervalidpayments"), ",") > 0 then  

' validpayments = split(Getconfig("xendofordervalidpayments"), ",")  

' sql = sql & " AND ("  

' for each types in validpayments  

' sql = sql & " ocardtype = '" & types & "' OR"  

' nex t  

' sql = left(sql, len(sql) -  2)  

' sql = sql & ")"  

'else  

' sql = sql & " AND ocardtype = '" & Getconfig("xendofordervalidpayments") & "'"  

'end if  

'COMMENT ABOVE THIS LINE ------------------------------------------------------  

6.15  HTML Editor  with Asset Manager  

You can easily edit your detail description in enhanced HTML format with the powerful HTML editor.  

VP-ASP 7.00 comes with Asset Manager integrated into the HTML Editor. Asset Manager allows you 

to easily upload  images, flash or media files to be used in y our content description.  

 

Below is the configuration that is used for Asset Manager :  
 

XHtmlEditorAsse

tManager  

Setting this to Yes  provides you a HTML editor with the ability uploading Media 

Files, such as Images, Flash, Videos  into the description.  



VP-ASP Shopping Cart, Version 7.00  8 December 2009 
User Guide   Page 133/340 

 

Some  of the admin section that enable you to edit description with HTML Editor are :  

1. Edit Product page, in the ñShort Descriptionò and ñLong Descriptionò field. 

2. Edit Category page, in the ñCategory Memoò field. 

3. Edit Page Manager, in the ñContent Bodyò field.  

4. Edit Blog Manager, in the ñContent Bodyò field. 
5. Edit News Manager, in the ñContent Bodyò field. 

6.16  News Manager  

VP-ASP 7.00 comes with News  Manager to let the administrator have the flexibility to post news  and 

manage all news content with power ful configurations . 

 

To setup news, you can go to VP -ASP Control Panel : Website > News Manager.  

 

Below is the preview of the News Manager in the administration page :  

  
 

Click Add a Record to start create a news.  

The form below will appear to allow you t o add a news.  
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Page Title  A name for your news  

Headline  Enter the title or headline of the news.  

Content Body  Enter the full description of the news, you can enhanced with images , 

HTML formatting here  and other features using the HTML Editor .  

Hide  Setting this to Yes  will hide the news from the site . 
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Show on box  Setting this to Yes  will display the news in the left column of the N ews  

section.  

 
Show on Home 

Page?  

Setting this to Yes  will display the news in the homepage as a box.   

 
In the image ab ove, the Second News  is the header of the news that has 

been set Yes  in the Show on Home Page?  field.  If you want to display 

a news in  the homepage, make sure you also set Archive  (see below 

definition) to No . As archive news will not be displayed in the  homepage.  

 

Archive?  Setting this to Yes  to include the news in the archive  listing. So when a 

customer click to see archieve listing of the news in news page , this news 

can be found . (shopnewslistings.asp)  

Start Date  Enter a start date for the news to be available . 

End Date  Enter an end date for the news to expire.  

Meta Title  Meta title for this news.  

Meta Keywords  Meta keywords for this news e.g. : keywords1, keywords2, keywords3  

Meta 

Description  

Meta description for this news . 

Access Level  All Visit ors  : Unregistered and all registered customer can view this 

news . 

Registered Customers Only  : Only registered user or logged in 

customer can view this news . 

Customer Groups  : Select this if you want certain customer group can 

access a news . 

 

If you select  the Customer Groups  option, there will be two fields 

displayed below it :  

Groups to be included  : Select which customer groups can view this 

news . 

You can select more than one customer group by pressing CTRL + click 

the wanted group.  
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Groups to be exclude d :  Select which customer groups cannot view 

this news . 

You can select more than one customer group by pressing CTRL + click 

the wanted group.  

 

In a certain case, where a customer is grouped into more than one 

customer group, for example customer A is grou ped into customer group 

Wholesale and customer group Reseller.  

 

Then when editing a category, we set the following for example :  

Groups to be included is set to Wholesale.  

Groups to be excluded is set to Reseller.  

 

Customer A will not able to see the news because the customer is in the 

customer group Reseller which is in excluded list although the customer 

is also in the other group Wholesale. This is how the VPASP system 

works to take the excluded list as basis when a customer is falling into 

both groups i n included list and excluded list.  

Image  This is the URL of an image to be displayed on this page.  

Template File  If you want to use a custom template to display this information, enter 

the folder and name of the template here.  

Language  If you are using  the old method of adding translations 

(xselectproductsbylanguage=Yes) then enter the language that this news  

entry belongs to here.  

Other Fields 1  Unused.  

Other Fields 2  Unused.  

Other Fields 3  Unused.  

Include in 

Google Site 

Map  

 

Choose Yes to include into Google Site Map Lists  

Frequency  How frequently the page is likely to change. This value provides general 

information to search engines and may not correlate exactly to how often 

they crawl the page. Valid values are: always, hourly, daily, weekly, 

mo nthly, yearly, never.  

 

The value "always" should be used to describe documents that change 

each time they are accessed. The value "never" should be used to 

describe archived URLs.  

 

Please note that the value of this tag is considered a hint and not a 

comma nd. Even though search engine crawlers may consider this 

information when making decisions, they may crawl pages marked 

"hourly" less frequently than that, and they may crawl pages marked 

"yearly" more frequently than that. Crawlers may periodically crawl 

pages marked "never" so that they can handle unexpected changes to 

those pages.  

 

Priority  The priority of this URL relative to other URLs on your site. Valid values 

range from 0.0 to 1.0. This value does not affect how your pages are 

compared to pages on other sites ðit only lets the search engines know 

which pages you deem most important for the crawlers.  

 

The default priority of a page is 0.5.  
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Please note that the priority you assign to a page is not likely to 

influence the position of your URLs in a sea rch engine's result pages. 

Search engines may use this information when selecting between URLs 

on the same site, so you can use this tag to increase the likelihood that 

your most important pages are present in a search index.  

 

Also, please note that assign ing a high priority to all of the URLs on your 

site is not likely to help you. Since the priority is relative, it is only used 

to select between URLs on your site.  

 

The following Shop Configuration options allow you to setup the news in your site :  

 

XNews BoxTemplate  Used as the Template for Home Page News Box.  

XNewsBoxHeadLinesOnly  Show only Headlines inside the News Box.  

XNewsfullstoryHomeBox  Show the full story on the Default Home page Box, or just 

a summary with a [read more] link.  

XNewssummarylength Home  If xNewsfullstoryHomeBox = No, then this is how many 

characters should be shown in the summary.  

XNewsHomePageTemplate  Used as the News Template for Home Page.  

Xnewsarchiveavailable  Allow customers to view an archive of news items.  

Xnewsindexcalenda r  Option to display the index of news items as a calendar 

(blog style) or as a list of links.  

Xnewsallowreviews  Allow people to post reviews of your news items.  

Xnewsreviewsonpage  Show reviews on the news page -  if No, then reviews link 

goes to separate page.  

Xnewsreviewsauthrequired  Yes means that reviews need to be authorized before they 

are shown on the site.  

Xnewssummarylength  If xnewsfullstory = No, then this is how many characters 

should be shown in the summary.  

Xnewsfullstory  Show the full story  on the news page, or just a summary 

with a [read more] link.  

XNewsReviewTemplate  This is the Template used to generate the email sent to the 

merchant when a review is added to a news item.  

XNewsReviewMailtoMerchant  If set to Yes, the merchant will recei ve an email whenever 

a review is added to a news item.  

XnewsTemplate  The Template used to display news items.  

XNewsFullTemplate  This is the Template used to display the full news article.  

 

6.17  News Review  

Customers can also write a review to the news. By se tting ñXnewsallowreviews ò to Yes  will allows 

customer to post reviews.  

 

If you want customerôs reviews need to be approved before it going live, you can set 

ñXnewsreviewsauthrequired ò to Yes .   

When customers posted a review, to approve the reviews, admin c an follow the below steps:  

1. Go to Misc > Edit Tables.  

2. Select Newsreviews from the dropdowns and click Edit Table.  

3. See the column ñauthorizedò for any reviews that contains empty value.   

4. Click Edit  

5. In the ñauthorized ò field, enter Yes  to appr ove to the review.  
6. Click Update record.  
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6.18  Blog Manager  

With Blog Manager , administrator can manages all blog content all once.  

To setup blog, you can go to VP -ASP Control Panel : Website > Blog Manager.  

 

Below is the preview of the Blog  Manager in the adm inistration page :  

  
 

Click Add a Record  to start create a blog . 

The form below will appear to allow you to add a blog .  
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Page Title  Enter the name for your blog.  

Headline  Enter the title or headline of the blog . 

Content Body  Enter the full descripti on of the blog , you can enhanced with images, 

HTML formatting here and other features using the HTML Editor.  

Hide  Setting this to Yes  will hide the blog  from the site.  
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Show on box  Setting this to Yes  will display the blog  in the left column of the Blogs  

section.  

 
Show on Home 

Page?  

Setting this to Yes  will display the blog  in the homepage as a box.  

 
In the image above, the re is blogs posted in t he homepage : First Blogs  

If you want to display a blog  in the homepage, make sure you also set 

Archive  (see  below definition) to No . As archive blog  will not be 

displayed in the homepage.  

 

Archive?  Setting this to Yes  to include the blog  in the archive listing. So when a 

customer click to see archieve listing of the blog  in blogs  page, this blog  

can be found. ( shopblogslistings.asp )  

Start Date  Enter a start date for the blog  to be available.  

End Date  Enter an end date for the blog  to expire.  

Meta Title  Meta title for this blog . 

Meta Keywords  Meta keywords for this blog e.g. : keywords1, keywords2, keywords3  

Meta 

Description  

Meta description for this blog . 

Access Level  All Visitors  : Unregistered and all registered customer can view this 

blogs  page.  

Registered Customers Only  : Only registered user or logged in 

customer can view this blogs page.  

Customer Gro ups  : Select this if you want certain customer group can 

access a blogs page.  

 

If you select the Customer Groups  option, there will be two fields 

displayed below it :  

Groups to be included  : Select which customer groups can view this 

blogs page.  

You can se lect more than one customer group by pressing CTRL + click 


